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Szlaki turystyczne wojewodztwa wileniskiego
w okresie miedzywojennym

Streszczenie

Celem niniejszego artykutu jest zbadanie i opisanie systemu szlakdw turystycznych istniejgcych
w latach 1920-1930 na terenie wojewddztwa wileriskiego Il Rzeczypospolitej. Wyniki badan zo-
staty opracowane z zastosowaniem metodologii typu historycznego. W latach 1920-1930 w wo-
jewddztwie wilenskim istniato wiele réznorodnych szlakéw turystycznych: szlaki turystyczne dla
turystdw pieszych oraz szlaki turystyczne dla oséb podrézujacych kolejg i drogami wodnymi. Dzieki
zrdéznicowaniu tematycznemu wspomniane szlaki turystyczne wychodzity naprzeciw potrzebom
turystéw z Wilenszczyzny i innych wojewddztw w zakresie wypoczynku i rekreacji; w tamtym cza-
sie mozliwe byto odwiedzanie miejsc historycznych i obiektéw dziedzictwa historycznego i kultu-
rowego, wypoczywanie przy brzegach licznych rzek i jezior, korzystanie ze sptywow kajakowych
wzdtuz rzek lub podrézowanie po nich transportem wodnym. Z analizy autentycznych zrédet oraz
materiatéw archiwalnych wynika, ze — biorgc pod uwage ilos¢ i réznorodnos¢ szlakéw turystycz-
nych funkcjonujacych wéwczas w tym regionie — lata dwudzieste i trzydzieste XX wieku mozna
uznac za okres przetomowy w rozwoju turystyki w wojewddztwie wileriskim. Przedstawiona w ar-
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tykule analiza systemu szlakdw turystycznych, istniejgcych w latach 1920-1930 w wojewddztwie
wilenskim Il Rzeczypospolitej, moze postuzy¢ jako materiat do dalszych badan dotyczacych historii
turystyki w Polsce, na Litwie i na Biatorusi.

Stowa kluczowe: historia turystyki, szlaki turystyczne, wojewddztwo wilenskie, okres miedzy-
wojenny.

Abstract

The purpose of the study is to research the system of tourist routes of the Wilno Voivodeship
in the 1920s and 1930s. To convey the intended study, historical-type methodology was applied.
In the 1920s and 1930s, a large number of tourist routes were developed in the Wilno Voivode-
ship, both for hiking and for trips favouring road, rail or water transport. These routes were quite
diverse in subject matter and could satisfy a variety of tourist requests in organizing recreation:
visiting historical and cultural heritage sites, relaxing on the shores of numerous water reservoirs,
as well as rafting on large and small rivers of the region or walks and trips along them by river
transport. Finally, based on the analysis of the available primary sources issued in the covered
period, it could be stated that the 1920s and 1930s may be treated as a turning point in the de-
velopment of tourism in the Wilno Voivodeship, at least in terms of the number and variety of
tourist routes then functioning in the region. The presented study may constitute useful material
for any further research devoted to the history of tourism in Poland, Lithuania and Belarus.

Keywords: history of tourism, tourist routes, the Wilno Voivodeship, the interwar period.

Introduction

The history of tourism today is still replete with issues that require detailed
study, including those that relate to the first half of the 20" century. This period
is very important for the history of tourism. The 1920s and 1930s were charac-
terized by the emergence of tourism on the territory of the Wilno Voivodeship®
in its modern sense. It was then that many diverse tourist routes were devel-
oped for the first time, the first guides to tourist places in the region were pub-
lished, large investment projects in the tourism sector were implemented. The
Polish state, realizing the possibilities of tourism in the field of integration and
economic development, began to exert a purposeful impact on the tourism sec-
tor, contributing to the revival and promotion of tourism in the Wilno Voivode-
ship. All this determined an unprecedented increase in the number of tourist
arrivals to the territory of the Wilno Voivodeship in the 1930s, as well as the
intensification of tourist activity among the local population. Therefore, the

1 In the text of the article, the names of cities, towns and villages, as well as rivers and lakes,
streets and squares are given in the form in which they were used in the 1920s and 1930s, that
is, in Polish and in accordance with the Polish tradition. Since today these objects are located
on the territory of Lithuania and Belarus, the official spelling of their names today is carried out
according to the traditions and rules of the Lithuanian and Belarusian languages, respectively,
and may differ from the historical ones and used in this article.
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study of the historical experience of tourism development and the functioning
of a network of tourist routes in contemporary conditions of active development
of the tourism industry is of particular relevance and importance.

During the interwar period, the following types of tourism became wide-
spread in the Wilno Voivodeship: water tourism, the most popular form of which
was various rafting activities on rivers and lakes; child and youth tourism in the
form of recreation centers, camps and hikes; ecological tourism, which involved
visiting forests, swamps and other especially valuable natural areas; auto-tour-
ism; resort and wellness tourism, where the functions of climatic resorts were
performed by the lakes of the Brastaw and Narocz groups (this territory was also
called the Wilno Lake District), where the tourist infrastructure necessary for
resorts was created; rural tourism, when rural residents provided conditions for
recreation for citizens in the summer months?.

The historiography of this subject matter is represented by works of a very
diverse nature: both small essays on individual phenomena and processes, de-
scriptions of the life of local communities, and in-depth monographic studies of
individual areas of social life in the interwar period. The historical fate of this city
and region (the city of Wilno is located today on the territory of Lithuania, while
most of the former Wilno voivodeship is now the territory of Belarus) determined
the interest in it of both Polish, Lithuanian and Belarusian authors. Among the
Polish authors of the interwar period, who were the most significant for the study
of this topic one should mention P. Krasnopolski,® Z. Kotosowski,* M. Wegrecki,?
S. Leszczycki® and Tilgat.” Modern Polish authors whose research is thematically
close to this topic are R. Gawkowski,? J. Chelmecki,’ K. Jedrzejczyk,'® M. Kacprzak'!
and E. Matolepszy.'2 Among the Lithuanian historians who have made the great-

2 A. benbl, Passiyué mypeiamy y nayHoO4YHA-YCXoOHIX easasoocmeax MmireaeHHal [losabuwdbi:
navyamak cknadaHHA masaiki, “ARCHE” 2014, no. 7-8, pp. 259-294.

3 P. Krasnopolski, Wilno i wojewddztwo Wileriskie, Nakt. Wiktorii Krasnopolskiej, Wilno 1937.

4 Z. Kotosowski, Szlaki turystyczne po Brastawszczyznie, Magata, Brastaw 1933.

5 M. Wegrecki, Ruch turystyczny w Polsce w roku 1929, Nakt. Zwigzku Polskich Towarzystw Tury-
stycznych, Warszawa 1930.

6 S, Leszczycki, Uzdrowiska Polski: ich rozmieszczenie oraz rozwdj w latach 1921-1938, Krakéw 1939.

7 T. Wilgat, Rozmieszczenie przemystu pensjonatowo-hotelowego w Polsce, Krakéw 1939.

8 R. Gawkowski, Wypoczynek w Il Rzeczypospolitej: kurorty, rekreacja, zabawa, Wyd. Dragom,
Bielsko-Biata 2011.

9 J. Chelmecki, Paristwowe i spotecznie inicjatywy rozwoju ruchu turystycznego i krajoznawczego
w Polsce w latach 1919-1939, [in:] K. Ruchniewicz, J. Tyszkiewicz, W. Wrzesinski (ed.), Przetomy
w historii: XVI Powszechny Zjazd Historykow Polskich, vol. 1, Adam Marszatek, Torun 2000.

10 K, Jedrzejczyk, Polskie Towarzystwo Krajoznawcze (1906—1950): zarys dziejow, Wyd. Panstwo-
wej Wyzszej Szkoty Zawodowej, Wtoctawek 2006.

11 M. Kacprzak, Towarzystwo Rozwoju Ziem Wschodnich, 1933-1939, Wyd. Ibidem, £6dz 2005.

12 E. Matolepszy, Turystyka w dziatalnosci wiejskich organizacji mtodziezowych w Polsce do 1939 .,
“Folia Turistica. Historia turystyki” 2008, no 19, pp. 141-153.
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est contribution to the study of this thematic area is L. Sabajevaité.** Among the
Belarusian historians who are interested in the development of tourism and re-
lated fields in the territory of the Wilno Voivodeship in the interwar period are
A. Biely,** 1. Mielnikati,®* U. Ganski,'¢ I. Citovi¢'” and A. Hiecevi¢.!® The studies
presented in this historiographic review, on the one hand, create a basis for an-
alyzing the system of tourist routes of the Wilno Voivodeship, and on the other
hand, confirm the need for its further study. The issues raised in the study were
not adequately covered either in Polish or in foreign (Belarusian, Lithuanian) his-
torical science. To date, there are no comprehensive special historical studies
that would be directly devoted to this subject matter. One of the current prob-
lems of studying the history of tourism on the territory of the Wilno Voivodeship
is that today this territory is outside Poland and divided between Lithuania and
Belarus. Accordingly, sources about the history of tourism development in this
region in the 1920s and 1930s turned out to be stored in various archival and
library institutions of these countries. In addition, Lithuanian and Belarusian his-
torians in their studies of the interwar period are often limited to the territory
within the modern borders of these countries and do not yet fully perceive the
history of the interwar Wilno Voivodeship as an element of their own history.
As a result, the territory of the interwar Wilno Voivodeship today is practically
not considered as a single tourist region, which does not contribute to the com-
prehensive study of the history of tourism on its territory.

Research Problems and Methods

While working on the article, the following research questions were formulated:
— What was the territorial organization of the system of tourist routes that
operated on the territory of the Wilno Voivodeship in the 1920s and 1930s?
— How did the tourist and recreational resources of the region determine the
structure and specifics of tourist routes and formed tourist sub-regions
within the Wilno Voivodeship in the Interwar period?

13 1. Wabaesaitte, Pazsumue ucmopuyeckol HayKu 8 BusbHIOCCKOM yHUsepcumeme CmegaHa
bamopusa (19191939 22.): duccepmayua KaHOUGama Hayk, Akagemus Hayk Jliutosckoi CCP,
BunbHtoc 1987.

14 A, Benbl, Passiyyé mypbiamy y MayHOYHA-YCXOOHIX 8aseo0cmeax MinceaeHHal [Monbw4el:
na4yamak cknadaHHA masaiki, “ARCHE” 2014, no. 7-8, pp. 259-294.

15 |, MenbHikay, 3axo0Hebenapyckas AmaaHosima 1921-1941 ze.: namixc Bapwasali i Mackeol,
Faniadbl, MiHck 2016.

16 Y. TaHcki, Typoiamy 3axodHAli benapyci (1921-1939), Kosuer, MiHck 2022.

171, Uitosiy,  KpasasHayybipyxHamapsimopeli  3axo0HAl  benapyci  (1921-1939  ea2.):
dbicepmaubliakaHObI0ama Hasyk, benapycki 03apxcayHsi yHisepcimam, MiHck 2006.

18 A, Teuasiy, TpaHcrapmiwnaxizHociHy 3axo0HAl benapyci (1921-1939 ez2.), “Vesnikof Yanka
Kupala State University of Grodno” 2015, no. 3, pp. 6-12.
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— How was the process of forming a network of tourist routes of the Wilno
Voivodeship? Which subjects (public institutions, NGO, other stakeholders)
took part in this process?

These research questions were answered by the historical analysis of pri-
mary sources, which are now stored in the Lithuanian Central State Archive in
Vilnius and the Zonal State Archive in Molodechno, as well as the analysis of
tourist publications of the interwar period and modern scientific research by
Polish, Belarusian and Lithuanian authors. Information from these sources made
it possible to form a holistic view of the system of tourist routes in the region
and created a factual basis for answering the research questions posed above.

The degree of study of the research topic, the purpose of the study and re-
search questions determined the pluralistic nature of its methodological ap-
proach. During the research and writing of the article, the principle of historicism,
the objectivity principle and the consistency principle were applied. Methodolog-
ically, the article is based on the systematic approach combining the structural-
functional, dialectical and hermeneutical methods. The author used the systemic
and institutional approaches, as well as special historical methods: the typological
method, the descriptive method, as well as the historic-geographic method. The
methods of analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction, comparison and gen-
eralization were used as for general logical methods in the study.

The Formation of the Regional Structure of Tourist Routes

Several hundred different tourist routes passed through the territory of the
north-eastern voivodeships of Poland in the 1920s and 1930s. The Eastern Lands
Development Society, the Wilno Society of Friends of Sciences, local divisions of
the Polish Sightseeing Society and other public organizations and associations,
as well as the tourist commission of the Wilno Voivodeship Administration, dis-
trict tourism referents and travel agencies took part in their development. Most
of them were then approved at the state level, and information about them was
included in specialized reference publications.

Even before the end of the 1920s, 96 official tourist routes were developed
and approved by the joint efforts of these organizations and individuals on the
territory of the Wilno Voivodeship: land routes (including 31 pedestrian and 25
automobile ones) and water routes (including 28 small and 12 motorized ones).

A characteristic feature of the Wilno Voivodeship was that the number of
water tourist routes laid on its territory was comparable to the number of land
routes, which was due to the presence of significant water resources (rivers and
lakes) on its territory, as well as insufficient development of the road network
and infrastructure. This also largely determined the great popularity of water
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tourism in the interwar period, primarily among young people. Most of the tour-
ist routes in the region were developed as part of the Summer in the Eastern
Lands promo campaign.

The Summer in the Eastern Lands promo campaign was held by the Eastern
Lands Development Society together with the Ministry of Communications dur-
ing 1934-1939. In the Wilno Voivodeship, it was held annually since 1935, in the
period of time from June 1 to September 30. During this period, discounts on
rail travel were provided for the participants of the action. The discount on
travel was 45-75% of the full ticket price.?

It should be noted that summer holidays on the territory where the Summer
in the Eastern Lands promo campaign was held were the cheapest in the whole
country, and the level of their organization was quite high. Moreover, each tour-
ist could independently choose the form and place of rest on the territory de-
termined by the terms of the promo campaign. During this campaign, various
tourist routes were developed. Most of the trips were organized through the
Orbis travel agency, which the Eastern Lands Development Society actively co-
operated with throughout its existence.

Overland tourist routes of the Wilno Voivodeship, developed as part of the
Summer in the Eastern Lands promo campaign comprised:®
— tourist routes of the Wilno Suburban Area: Troki, Nowa Wilejka, Werki, Nie-

menczyn, Landwardw, Pikieliszki, Podbrzezie, Mejszagota, Suderwa, Olkie-

niki, Turgiele and Dziewieniszki;
— Wilno - Kobylnik — Miadziot;
— Wilno — Olechnowicze;
— Wilno - Jaszuny — Turgiele;
— Gtebokie — Dziena;
— Dukszty — Druja;
— Krélewszczyzna — Druja;
— Lida — Wilno;
— Nowe Swieciany — Kobylnik;
— Orany — Wilno — Turmont;
— Oszmiana — Holszany — Wotozyn — lwieniec.

The water tourist routes of the Wilno Voivodeship, developed as part of the
Summer in the Eastern Lands promo campaign, included:*

— Narocz Lake — Narocz River — Wilia River;
— Dzisna Lake — Dzisna River — Druja;

19 Y. TaHcki, Typeiam y 3axodHAll benapyci (1921-1939), Kosuer, MiHck 2022, pp. 165-179.

20 |jthuanian Central State Archive. Collection 51 “Wilno Voivodeship Administration”. Inventory 10.
Case 443.

21 |bid.
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— Dzisna Lake — Dzisna River — Dryswiata River — Dry$wiaty Lake;

— Braslaw Lakes and Drujka River: Drywiaty Lake — Drujka River — Druja;
— Zejmiana River: Ignalino — Wilia River;

— Stracza River: Kobylnik — Wilia River;

— Mereczanka River: Jaszuny — Olkieniki.

The tourist routes in the Wilno Voivodeship were serviced mainly by the Or-
bis travel agency with the support of the Polish Sightseeing Society. Local
branches of the Polish Sightseeing Society often served as tourist information
centers, and active members of the society served as a guides.??

Tourist trips in the Wilno Voivodeship were designed for a period of several
days up to several weeks. Depending on the purpose, a trip plan was formed.
For example, if it was a trip for religious purposes, then while choosing the ob-
jects visited, the emphasis was placed on monuments of church architecture,
for example, the Chapel of the Gate of Dawn and the Cathedral in Wilno. In the
case of a cultural trip, the emphasis was on castles, for example, the ruins of
castles in Troki, Krewo, Holszany, Miedniki Krélewskie, and palace ensembles,
for example, the estate of Michat Kleofas Oginiski in Zalesie near Smorgonie, ob-
jects of civil architecture of cities and towns, etc.

Tourist Routes of the Wilno City and the Wilno Suburban Area

During the interwar period, the city of the greatest tourist interest in the
northeastern voivodeships of Poland was Wilno. Tourists were attracted to it
primarily by the rich historical and cultural heritage of the peoples who had in-
habited this region since ancient times. The most visited objects in the city were
numerous monuments of religious architecture (first of all, the chapel of the
Gate of Dawn with the famous and especially revered icon of the Virgin Mary),
the university, the ruins of the castle, palaces (bishop’s palace, Small and Large
Radziwill Palaces, Pac Palace, Chodkiewicz Palace, Tyszkiewicz Palace, Sapieha
Palace, etc.), dwelling places of outstanding writers and poets (Adam Mickie-
wicz, Juliusz Stowacki, Ignacy Kraszewski), saints (Saint Casimir, Saint Andrzej
Bobola), scientists (Joachim Lelewel, Jan Sniadecki, Jedrzej Sniadecki, Ignacy
Domeyko) and statesmen (J6zef Pitsudski, Jakub Jasinski, Emilia Plater, Szymon
Konarski), as well as fairs and cultural events.?®

Although in the interwar period museums were not as popular among tour-
ists as they are today, Wilno had a great offer in this area. In the city, there were

22 |ithuanian Central State Archive. Collection 51 “Wilno Voivodeship Administration”. Inventory 10.
Case 1171.

23 p, Krasnopolski, Wilno i wojewddztwo Wileriskie 1937, Nakt. Wiktorii Krasnopolskiej, Wilno
1937, p. 164.
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museum collections of Stefan Batory University, the museum of the Wilno Soci-
ety of Friends of Sciences, the archaeological and ethnographic museums of
Stefan Batory University, the Belarusian Museum, museum collections of the
Lithuanian Scientific Society, the Jewish Museum, the natural history museum
of Stefan Batory University?.

Numerous fairs were also held in Wilno. On St Casimir’s Day on March 4, the
fair “Kaziuki” (Saint Casimir’s Fair) was held on tukiski Square, where mainly
wooden products, curly gingerbread and bagels were offered for sale. On St
George’s Day on April 23, flowers, medicinal herbs, seeds were mainly sold on
Eliza Orzeszkowa Square.? On the day of St John, June 23, on the square in front
of St John’s Church one could mainly buy flowers. On the day of St Peter and
Paul, June 29, a fair of linen and wicker products was held in the Antokol district.
On Palm Sunday, near almost all local churches, peasants from surrounding vil-
lages sold the so-called “Wilno palms” made from dried herbs, colorful immor-
telles, ribbons. Most of all, residents of villages around Lake Sataty near Ka-
rolinka specialized in this. The fair of folk crafts operated on Castle Street and
mainly fabrics, ceramics, linen and wooden products were on display.2®

For the entrance to the Castle Hill in Wilno, tourists were charged a fee of
15 groschen for adults and 10 groschen for children and schoolchildren. On the
left side of Mata Pohulanka Street, not reaching Zawalna Street, there was a bo-
tanical garden, the entrance to which was also paid — 30 groschen for an adult
and 10 groschen for children and military. The fee was also taken for the en-
trance to the palace park in Werki — 20 groschen for an adult and 10 groschen
for a child.?”

From Wilno, citizens and guests of the city were offered regular trips to the
nearby suburbs and surrounding areas: Trynopol, Kalwaria and Werki. In sum-
mer, river steamboat excursions were very popular: on working days, the
steamer departed from Tadeusz Kosciuszko Street four times a day, at weekends
and on holidays every hour, or in case of a large number of people every 30
minutes. Such a trip took about 1 hour to get there and about 30 minutes back.
Along the route, on the river banks, many paid (in Tuskulany and Olkieniki, 5 km
from Wilno) and free (in Werki, 8 km from Wilno) beaches were organized. The
same route could function as a land route, since public transport also applied

N

4 Lithuanian Central State Archive. Collection 51 “Wilno Voivodeship Administration”. Inventory
6. Case 563.

5 Lithuanian Central State Archive. Collection 51 “Wilno Voivodeship Administration”. Inventory
6. Case 664.

26 p, Krasnopolski, Wilno i wojewddztwo Wileriskie 1937, Nakt. Wiktorii Krasnopolskiej, Wilno
1937, p. 164.

7 Lithuanian Central State Archive. Collection 51 “Wilno Voivodeship Administration”. Inventory
5. Case 212.

N

N
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along the same way. From Werki, vacationers could get to the picturesque
Green Lakes by cab (about 5 zlotys with downtime of several hours) or rent
a boat. The cabmen were waiting for their customers right next to the pier.

There was also a popular route from Wilno to Ponary, Landwardéw and Troki
(about 25 km) among vacationers at that time. Buses went there from Eliza
Orzeszkowa Square 7 times a day on weekdays and more often on weekends.
The one-way bus fee was 2 zlotys. On this route, tourists were attracted by the
picturesque hilly landscapes of the surroundings of Wilno, as well as historical
monuments and especially the ruins of a medieval castle.?®

Numerous summer houses, which were rented out for the summer period
for recreation to citizens, picturesque hills overgrown with dense forest, at-
tracted vacationers to the town of Nowa Wilejka and its surroundings. Good and
inexpensive connection with Wilno (15 minutes by rail, 20 minutes by bus, ticket
price 20 groschen, or on foot along Subocz Street or Poptawska Street) in com-
bination with recreational resources (river, forest) made it one of the most pop-
ular summer holiday destinations among residents of the city in the interwar
period.?

Going to rest in the nearest suburbs in the summer in the 1920s and 1930s
was extremely popular among the residents of Wilno. In settlements located at
a distance of 5 to 30 km from the city, even in the days of the Russian Empire,
whole settlements consisting of small summer houses intended for renting to
vacationers began to arise. In the first half of the 1930s, there was a boom in
their construction.

The most popular destinations for summer holidays were the following:
Wilno — Werki, Wilno — Troki, Wilno — Nowa Wilejka (about 15 minutes by rail,
about half an hour by bus, the ticket price was 50 groschen, or on foot), Wilno—
Zameczek (on foot from Zwierzyniec) via Karolinka, Wilno — Niemenczyn (it took
about an hour to drive, the ticket price was 2 zlotys), Landwardw — Zawiasy (the
last railway station before the Lithuanian border), Wilno — Rzesza — Pikieliszki —
Podbrzezie (it was necessary to go by bus for a little more than an hour, the
ticket price was 2.2 zlotys), Wilno — Mejszagota (it took about an hour by bus,
the ticket price was 2 zlotys), Wilno — Suderwa — Dukszty Pijarskie (there were
no regular public transport connections), Wilno — Olkieniki (a bus ride for about
2 hours for 4 zlotys), Wilno—Turgiele (the journey took about 1.5 hour for 2.5
zlotys), Wilno — Jaszuny — Soleczniki — Bieniakonie — Konwaliszki — Dziewieniszki
(about 75 km, the trip time is about 3.5 hours)*.

28 Y. [aHckKi, Typbiam y 3axo0HAl benapyci (1921-1939), Kosuer, MiHck 2022, pp. 165—-179.

29 S, Lenartowicz (ed.), Przewodnik po Polsce. Polska Pétnocno-Wschodnia, Nasza Ksiegarnia,
Warszawa 1935, pp. 12-29.

30 |bid.
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Tourist Routes of the Wilno Lake District

The basis for the formation of the network of tourist routes of the Wilno
Voivodeship was the railway, which provided convenient communications both
with the center of the voivodeship and with Warsaw and other major cities of
Poland, which were places of formation of tourist demand and tourist flow
heading to this region from other regions of interwar Poland.

Along the railway line from Warsaw and Bialystok, the tourist route Orany —
Wilno — Turmont was developed. At that time, the train covered the distance
from Wilno to Orany in 1-1.5 hour, from Orany to the Turmont station on the
Latvian border in 5.5 hours. For each station located along this line, a package
of excursions and interesting places located no further than 5 km from the sta-
tion that tourists could visit was developed. For example, during a similar excur-
sion in Nowe Swieciany, it was possible to hire a cab right at the station for 10
zlotys for the whole day. In this area it was recommended to go as far as Ignalino
and take the train from there. In this town there was a reference tourist infor-
mation point, a hotel, there were convenient ski trails and slopes 3—4 km long.

The narrow-gauge railway allowed tourists to get from Nowe Swieciany to
the Kobylnik station and the Narocz resort area in 7.5 hours. Tourists from Wilno
travelling to Lake Narocz had to go to tyntupy by an ordinary railway and change
there to a narrow-gauge one.

A kind of continuation of this route was a branch of the narrow-gauge
Dukszty—Druja railway (the border with Latvia), which allowed tourists to get
from Wilnoto the Brastaw Lakes and the city of Brastawin in 4-5 hours. It was a
tourist region with a sufficiently developed tourism industry for its time: hotels,
restaurants, school and youth camps, etc. The tourist routes of Brastaw County
were designed in such a way as to combine picturesque landscapes with visits
to historical and cultural attractions. The departure point of all tourist routes
was the county center — the city of Braslav as the most convenient place for
representatives of the board of the local department of the Polish Sightseeing
Society to communicate with visiting tourists.

There were four hiking routes in the Brastaw County: north of Brastaw in the
direction of Snudy Lake; west of the city in the direction of Opsa; in the direction
of Miory and Leonpol; to Lake Dryswiaty with an overnight stay. The first route
provided for tourists to get acquainted with the Lake Strusto, visit the island on
it by boat, then through the Strusto estate the route ran to the village of Ok-
mienica3.

From the village of Okmienica, the route followed the shore of Lake Snudy
along a good road through the villages of Krzywosielce, Pirtany to Jurany, a cou-

31 Z. Kotosowski, Szlaki turystyczne po BrastawszczyZznie, Magata, Brastaw 1933, pp. 4-9.
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ple of kilometers from Plusy. There tourists could explore the Lake Plusy. This
place also offered overnight accommodation. From Plusy, the hiking path ran
along the opposite shores of Snudy Lake in the direction of Zasnudzie, along the
highway through the villages of Danki and Obapie near Lake Wotos, then to-
wards the town of Stobddka. In this village, those who wished could visit the
officer’s casino, restaurant and cafe operating at the local military unit.

The second walking route ran from the city of Brastaw along the shore of
Lake Drywiaty to the town of Opsa, 20 km from Brastaw, where tourists were
offered a tour of the estate, agricultural school and the lake. From Opsa, the
route headed south through the villages of Miedziuki, the Albinowo estate to
the village of Bohin, where a lake, a chapel and an ancient Jewish cemetery could
be visited. From Bohin through the Hajdukowszczyzna, the route went along the
shore of the lake to Czernica, to the factory estate of the Count of Plater, where
a large textile factory was located. In the estate, overnight accommodation was
offered to tourists on this route. From Plateréowo, the return to Brastaw was car-
ried out through Nowy Dwor, Zamosze (overnight stay) and the Belmont estate.

The third route ran east from Brastaw. The route went from the city through
the town of Ikazi and headed towards the town of Przebrodzie, where overnight
accommodation was provided. Then the route went to the Roadside and Apa-
nasionki through Orzechdwka to the town of Miory, where overnight accommo-
dation was also provided. From Miory, the route went to the village of Orcy and
further on through the villages of Bosiny, Malce, llmowiki to Dothinowo, where
tourists had to spend the night so that they could reach Leonpol the next day.
One and a half kilometer from the town of Leonpol, tourists could see a memo-
rial column in honor of the Constitution of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
on May 3, 1791, and in the town itself it was possible to spend the night. Then
the route ran towards the town of Druja, where tourists were invited to explore
the Church of the Holy Trinity and the monastery buildings. Tourists could return
from Druja to Brastaw by narrow-gauge railway.

The fourth walking route went from Brastaw towards the villages of Jelnia,
Usiany, Wtadystawowo to Lake Dryswiaty. Overnight accommodation in tents
was provided by the lake. From the lake, the route went to Czepukany and fur-
ther to Rymszany, from where it was also possible to return to Brastaw by nar-
row-gauge railway.

Numerous water routes were also available to tourists in the Brastaw
County. The most popular route started in the town of Dukszty and ran through
the Dzisnand Dzisniszcze lakes, along the Dzisna River to the village of Kozjany,
from where it went to the Dryswiaty lakes through Lake Bohin, then along the
Dryswiata River to Lake Dryswiaty.

32 Y. TaHcki, Typeiam y 3axo0HAl benapyci (1921-1939), Kosuer, MiHck 2022, pp. 165—-179.
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In addition, three automobile tourist routes were also available to tourists
in the Braslav County:33
— Brastaw — Opsa — Dryswiaty — Rymszany — Widze — Bohin through Czernica

to the Plateréwo estate, and from there to Zamosze and the Belmont estate;
— Brastaw — Jody (visit to the palace) — Pohost — Przebrodzie — lkazn;

— Brastaw — Strusto — along the shore of Lake Snudy through Krzywosielce to

Plusy. From there to Stobddka and Druja.

The town of Druja on the border with Latvia, which was a significant center
for cultural, educational and religious travel, could be reached from Wilno by
another railway line through the towns of Woropajewo, Krélewszczyzna and Mi-
ory. There, tourists were offered, among other things, 18" century architectural
monuments, noble estates and Catholic churches. Taking advantage of this
route, tourists also had an opportunity to get acquainted with the sights of the
city of Postawy, from where it was also possible to go to Lake Narocz by rented
transport (in Postawy it was possible to rent an 18-seat bus, which belonged to
the restaurant “Gospoda Polska”).

Due to the development of water tourism, every year in the Wilno Voivode-
ship the number of youth tourist bases and children’s recreation camps was grad-
ually increasing. Especially for the purpose of organizing recreation for schoolchil-
dren and youth, special tourist maps of the Brastaw County were developed and
published for better orientation in the terrain. The maps indicated water and land
tourist routes and included various information necessary for organizing active
recreation. Such special maps existed for water routes along the Brastaw Lakes
from Lake Drywiaty to the town of Druja and from Lake Dzisna along the Dzisna
River to the town of Dzisna, as well as for the Dzisna — Gtebokie hiking route.

Outdoor enthusiasts were also attracted by water routes along the Wilia
River. Most of these routes began in the town of Wilejka, and they could end
more than 250 km away at the very border with Lithuania. Likewise, water
routes along the Narocz group of lakes were popular too — along the lakes of
Narocz, Miastro, Batoryno and Biate, as well as along the rivers of Narocz and
Miadziotka, with numerous rental points for pleasure boats, kayaks and sports
equipment.®* In addition, rafting was widely practised on other rivers of the
Wilno Voivodeship: Stracza, Zejmiana, Mereczanka, etc.3® However, these
routes were significantly inferior to the Brastaw and Narocz routes in terms of
popularity and the level of development of tourist infrastructure.3®

33 7. Kotosowski, Szlaki turystyczne po BrastawszczyZnie, Magata, Brastaw 1933, pp. 4-9.

34 Zonal State Archive in Molodechno. Collection 9“Motodeczno District Commandant’s Office of
the State Police”. Inventory 1. Case 7.

35 Zonal State Archive in Molodechno. Collection 10“Wilejka District Commandant’s Office of the
State Police”. Inventory 1. Case 152.

36 Zonal State Archive in Molodechno. Collection 10 “Wilejka District Commandant’s Office of the
State Police”. Inventory 1. Case 235.
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It was also during this period that the first surge of tourist interest in the
village of Mosarz near the town of Gtebokie was noted. It was the former estate
of the Brzostowski and Pitsudski families, where tourists were attracted by a di-
lapidated palace and a well-preserved church of St Anna, whose construction
dates back to the 18™ century. Overnight accommodation was offered to tour-
ists in the city of Gtebokie, where there were two hotels (“Warsaw” and “Com-
mercial”), casinos, cafes and restaurants, as well as numerous monuments of
sacred architecture.

Tourists travelling from the city of Lida by rail through the town of Motodec-
zno and the town of Krélewszczyzna to Zahacie (the Polish border station, the
next station Wietryno was already on the Soviet territory) could visit the town
of Budstaw, already known at that time as a center of cultural and religious tour-
ism and Catholic pilgrimages.?’

Another tourist destination in the direction of the Soviet border, which was
recommended to travellers in the Wilno Voivodeship by the authors of tourist
guides published in the 1920s and 1930s, was the railway line from Wilno to-
wards Minsk to the station of Olechnowicze, where tourists were offered to ex-
plore the villages of Kiena Panieriska and Gudogaje, the town of Smorgonie, the
estate of Zalesie and their surroundings. The developers of the route offered tour-
ists a visit to the palace and park complex in the Szumsk estate, castle ruins in
Miedniki Krélewskie, 18™ century churches Kiena Panieriska and Ostrowiec, etc.

Tourists could get overnight accommodation in the city of Smorgonie, where
there were hotels “Bristol” and “Europe”, cafes and restaurants, as well as ar-
chitectural monuments interesting for tourists to see. However, the main tourist
attraction of this route was the Zalesie estate of Michat Kleofas Oginski located
there, which included a palace and park complex from which only an outbuild-
ing, a greenhouse, a chapel and park alleys with two commemorative boulders
were available to tourists at that time. Despite this, the flow of tourists to the
Zalesie estate only increased throughout the interwar period.

The automobile tourist route from Wilno to Wotozyn via Oszmiana and Hol-
szany was also popular. Good bus connections on this route then gave tourists
an opportunity to do without their own car. A trip along this route from Wilno
could last either one day only to Oszmiana or 2 or more days at the request of
tourists who could freely return back to Wilno from any point on the route. If there
was time, tourists could visit not only these settlements, but also nearby attrac-
tions, for example, the ruins of a medieval castle in Krewo or Naliboki forest.

In the warm season, a trip to the lakes of the Naroch group along the Wilno
— Kobylnik — Miadziot route was especially popular among the residents of

37 Zonal State Archive in Molodechno. Collection 9 “Motodeczno District Commandant’s Office of
the State Police”. Inventory 1. Case 6.
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Wilno and guests to the region. The highway to this area was paved throughout
its entire length from Wilno, buses to Miadziot and even to the recreation center
on the very shore of Lake Narocz ran along the road up to several times a day.
The bus ride from Wilno usually took about 6 hours. In 1937, a narrow-gauge
railway station was opened in the resort village of Narocz, providing a direct
connection with Wilno via tyntupy, and giving a new impetus to the develop-
ment of tourism in the Narocz region.

The easternmost tourist route in whole interwar Poland was the route from
the town of Gtebokie to the town of Dzisna. The route was overland (could be
covered either by car or on foot) with the length of about 75 km, but the road
was not paved for 75% of its length. Tourists on this route visited, among other
things, the villages of tuzki and Hermanowicze, where they could see a church
and a Piarist monastery from 1756, and the Late Baroque Church of the Trans-
figuration of the Lord from 1787.

Conclusion

By joint efforts of state bodies, public organizations and associations on the
territory of the Wilno Voivodeship, about a hundred tourist routes were devel-
oped, officially approved and operated by the end of the 1930s. A great contri-
bution to the development of tourist routes was made by the Eastern Lands De-
velopment Society and the Polish Sightseeing Society. The specifics of the
transport network of the region, as well as the presence of a large number of
rivers and lakes in it, the increasing popularity of water sports (kayaking, yacht-
ing) determined the nature of the tourist routes of the region, a significant part
of which was designed for waterway transport. Overland tourist routes, most of
which were pedestrian, were built taking into account train and bus timetables,
which provided tourists with transportation to the main objects of historical and
cultural heritage of the region. At that time, several conditional tourist sub-re-
gions and centers of tourism development in the region were formed in the
Wilno Voivodeship: the city of Wilno itself, the surroundings of the city of
Wilno, as well as Brastaw, Narocz, Troki and their surroundings (which were
then called the Wilno Lake District), each of them offering a specific tourist
product due to the set of tourist resources available on their territory, cultural
and natural heritage.
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