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Katolickie Stowarzyszenie Gimnastyczne Orzet i jego stosunki
miedzynarodowe w latach 1929-1948

Streszczenie

Artykut przedstawia historie czechostowackiego Orta, katolickiego stowarzyszenia gimnastycz-
nego, oraz jego stosunki miedzynarodowe w latach 1929-1948. Pierwsze kontakty zagraniczne
Orzet nawiazat przed | wojng Swiatowa, w czasie, gdy organizacja nie byta jeszcze w petni nieza-
lezna. Czechostowacki Orzet uzyskat te niezaleznos¢ po zakonczeniu | wojny Swiatowej — w czasie,
gdy zaczat sie dynamicznie rozwija¢ i nawigzywaé coraz wiecej kontaktdw zagranicznych. Wielka
ekspansja czechostowackiego stowarzyszenia nastgpita jednak dopiero w latach 20. XX wieku,
kiedy to zostato cztonkiem Katolickiego Zwigzku Gimnastycznego UIOCEP i zorganizowato dwa
wielkie miedzynarodowe festiwale. Szczegdlne znaczenie miat festiwal, ktéry odbyt sie w 1929
roku, zwiekszajgc za granicg popularnos¢ czechostowackiego Orta i jego filozofii wychowania fi-
zycznego. Czechostowacki Orzet stopniowo stawat sie jednym z najwazniejszych cztonkéw UIOCEP.
Dzieki szerokiej bazie cztonkowskiej stat sie faktycznie jedng z najwiekszych organizacji w zwigzku,
zajmujac wazng pozycje w kierownictwie. Rozwoj stowarzyszenia zostat zahamowany przez wy-
buch Il wojny Swiatowej, a nastepnie rezim totalitarny, ktéry rzadzit w Czechostowacji od 1948
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roku. Planowany trzeci festiwal, na ktdéry czechostowaccy aktywisci Orta ponownie zaprosili duzg
liczbe uczestnikow z zagranicy, nigdy sie nie odbyt. Orta odbudowano dopiero na poczatku lat 90.
XX wieku. Stowarzyszenie nigdy jednak nie rozwijato sie juz w taki sposdb, jak w okresie przed
Il wojna $wiatowa.

Stowa kluczowe: Orzet, katolickie wychowanie fizyczne i sport, UIOCEP, mistrzostwa, stosunki
miedzynarodowe.

Abstract

This paper looks at the history of the Czechoslovak Orel, the Catholic gymnastics organization
and its foreign relations between 1929 and 1948. The Orel had begun to establish its first foreign
contacts before the First World War, at a time when the organization had not yet become fully
independent. The Czechoslovak Orel was given independence after the First World War had come
to an end — a time when it began to expand and establish an increasing number of foreign con-
tacts. However, the Czechoslovak organization did not experience major expansion until the
1920s, the decade when it became a member of the Catholic gymnastics union, UIOCEP, and when
it organized two large-scale international festivals. The festival held in 1929 was of particular sig-
nificance, increasing the popularity of the Czechoslovak Orel and its physical education philosophy
abroad. The Czechoslovak Orel was gradually to become one of the most significant UIOCEP mem-
bers. Due to its large membership numbers, it actually became one of the largest organizations in
the union and was later honorably awarded presidency. However, the Orel suffered a major set-
back following the outbreak of the Second World War and the ensuing totalitarian regime that
was introduced in Czechoslovakia in 1948. A planned third festival, where Czechoslovak Orel offi-
cials again predicted large numbers of participants from abroad, was never held. The Orel was not
reestablished until the early 1990s. However, it was never to develop and grow in the way it had
been known to.

Keywords: The Orel, Catholic physical education and sport, the UIOCEP, championships, for-
eign relations.

Introduction

The origins of Orel, which is primarily an association uniting people of the
Catholic faith, date back to the turn of the 20" century, when the first gymnas-
tics divisions were formed within existing Catholic associations. Their formation
was provoked by a considerable disregard of religion in the Sokol organization
and later in the SDTJ (Union of Workingmen’s Gymnastics Associations). Litera-
ture often refers to the decision to establish and name the organization in the
Czech region of Austria-Hungary as being inspired by Slovenian lands, where the
Orel organization had been formed by Janez Evangelist Krek. The Orel Move-
ment having been formed in the Czech region of Austria-Hungary, local function-
aries gradually began to establish contacts with Catholic gymnastics organiza-
tions abroad.

The First World War almost destroyed the Orel Movement in the Czech re-
gion of Austria-Hungary. The number of members, both active and foreign con-
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tacts, rapidly dropped and Orel leaders even discussed the possibility of the un-
ion having to cease its operations. However, the Orel Movement rose again to-
gether with a new Czechoslovakia established after the First World War had
ended. The number of divisions, members and foreign contacts increased. There
were two events that greatly influenced this fact. In 1922, the first National Orel
Festival was held, welcoming a large number of guests from abroad. Moreover,
the Czechoslovak Orel became a member of the UIOCEP (Union internationale
des ceuvres catholiques d’éducation physique — International Union of Catholic
Gymnastics Associations) —a union that brought Catholic physical education un-
ions from various countries around the world together to compete against each
other at union championships and exchange experience of organizing physical
education and sport. With an increasing number of members, the Czechoslovak
Orel strengthened its position within the union. Moreover, in the mid-1920s it
began to envisage its second national festival (officially called the 1929 Prague
Saint Wenceslas Festival of Orel Associations), planning to invite all national Ul-
OCEP member unions as well as many other guests from abroad.!

The Czechoslovak Orel and foreign relations in the late 1920s

The festival itself, which became the highlight of Orel efforts in the 1920s,
was preceded by a huge amount of organizational work and meetings, both at
home and abroad. On 10" February 1929, a UIOCEP meeting took place in Paris
with delegates from France, Holland, Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Germany and Yu-
goslavia. The Czechoslovak Orel informed of its festival which was to include un-
ion championships to be held in Prague. An agreement was made to award the
winning team the UIOCEP Challenge Prize for the first time in history. Approval
was also given to purchasing union prizes for the winners of track and field
events. However, there was also an exchange of views between Stanislav
Zhanél, representing the Czechoslovak Orel, and Count Neipperg of the DJK
(Deutsche Jugendkraft — Reichsverband fiir Leibestibungen in katholischen Ver-
einen —the German Youth Power—the Reich Union for physical exercise in Cath-
olic associations), who spoke of the tense relations between the Czechoslovak
Orel and the CDT (Christlich deutsche Turnerschaft in der Tschechoslowakei —
Union of German Christian gymnastics associations in Czechoslovakia). The
Czechoslovak Orel denied allegations of tense relations. The Union subsequently
called on the Czechoslovak Orel to invite the CDT to the 1929 Prague Saint Wen-

1 T.Tlusty, Orel —the Catholic physical education association: foreign relations up to 1929, “Sport
i Turystyka. Srodkowoeuropejskie Czasopismo Naukowe” 2021, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 11-31, DOI:
10.16926/sit.2021.04.01
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ceslas Festival of Orel Associations and Orel officials agreed.? The Union’s presid-
ium was also newly elected at the meeting. The existing Belgian president Félix
van de Kerchove was reelected, Francois Hébrard being elected his first deputy
and the position of second deputy was reserved for the Czechoslovak Orel.?

Finally, a considerable number of foreigners travelled to the Prague Festival.
There were 2 005 South Slavs, 152 Frenchmen, 40 Belgians, 1 236 Czechs and
Slovaks from the American Catholic Sokol, 900 Polish, 46 Sorbs, 100 Englishmen,
1 Dutch, 520 from the Vienna Orel, 34 members of the DIJK, 3 Germans from
Munich and 50 Czechs from Volyn.* The Festival gave the Czechoslovak Orel the
opportunity to establish a whole range of new valuable foreign contacts. Of
highest significance for the Czechoslovak Orel was contact with the Reich Asso-
ciation for Women’s Gymnastics (Reichsverein fur Frauenturnen), a Union of
Catholic Clubs based in Munich, which strived to organize women’s physical ex-
ercise clubs in Germany and called on the Czechoslovak Orel to cooperate in the
field of women’s physical education in Catholic associations and the UIOCEP.
The Orel Movement’s women’s physical exercise was indeed highly appreciated
by guests from abroad during the Prague Saint Wenceslas Festival of Orel Asso-
ciations.’

By the end of the 1920s, the Czechoslovak Orel was in touch with a consid-
erable number of foreign Catholic gymnastics unions. It was undoubtedly closest
to the JOZ (Jugoslovanska Orlovska Zveza — the Yugoslav Union of Orel Associa-
tions), with which it had previously wanted to form a Union of Slavic Orel Asso-
ciations and had organized joint Slavic Orel Festivals.® From 5™ to 7™ October
1929, there was a conference in Brno where negotiations between JOZ officials
and the Czechoslovak Orel High Council were held to agree on important points
for preparing the fourth Festival of Slavic Orel Associations in Ljubljana, which
was planned for 1931. At that time, the Czechoslovak Orel was already suggest-
ing that it would travel to perform at the festival. Particular exercises for a joint

2 “QOrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1929, vol. 14, no. 11, p. 167; M. Waic, Télesnd
vychova a sport v politickém Zivoté mezivdlecného Ceskoslovenska, Narodohospodarsky Ustav
Josefa Hlavky, Prague 2016, pp. 131-132.

3 Unfortunately, there is no record of which Czechoslovak Orel was elected as second deputy in
1929. Nevertheless, FrantiSek Leiner is certain to have been appointed this function from 1930.
“Orel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1929, vol. 14, no. 4, pp. 57-58. “Orel: Ustiedni
list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“1930, vol. 15, no. 12, p. 186.

4 “Orel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“1931, vol. 16, no. 7, p. 82.

5 National archives in Prague, Fund Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 11, Sdruzeni angl. klubt
mladistvych 1947, Sdruzeni angl. klubl mladistvych, 12th May 1947.

6 The first Slavic Orel Festival was held in Maribor in 1920. The second Slavic Orel Festival was
hosted by Brno in 1922 (the first Festival of Czechoslovak Orel Associations — Brno 1922), the
third Slavic Orel Festival took place in Prague in 1929 (the 1929 Prague Saint Wenceslas Festival
of Orel Associations).
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performance were discussed and practised at the Brno conference. Instructions
to accompany exercises were translated into Czech.’

However, there was a turn of events that nobody had foreseen. On 6 De-
cember 1929 legislation from the previous day gave birth to a new directive in
Yugoslavia — the so-called Sokol Organization of the Yugoslavian Kingdom,
whose author was King Alexandr | Karadordevic. This directive established a sin-
gle state gymnastics organization called the Sokol Organization of the Yugosla-
vian Kingdom.® No other gymnastics organization could exist alongside it. There-
fore, their members were forced either to join the state Sokol organization or
discontinue their activity. This legislation defined the fate of the JOZ organiza-
tion, which formally ceased its operations by the end of 1929. Its request to be
affiliated in the Sokol organization was unanimously rejected at the JOZ conven-
tion which took place on 22" December 1929. The presidium of the Czechoslo-
vak Orel sent a letter of greeting to the convention with words of encourage-
ment. The 1931 Ljubljana Meeting was indeed cancelled.® After the JOZ was
forced to close down, the Czechoslovak Orel lost its closest foreign ally. Conse-
guently, it had to seek foreign cooperation elsewhere.

The Czechoslovak Orel and foreign relations in the 1930s

By late 1929, the Czechoslovak Orel had been invited to the Belgian Catholic
Gymnasts’ championships, which were to take place in Antwerp from 25 to 29t
July 1930. The fifth International UIOCEP Gymnastics and Track and Field Cham-
pionships were also due to go ahead on this occasion.'® The Czechoslovak Orel
had wanted to send both men’s and women’s teams.!!

On 25%™ July 1930, a team of track and field representatives travelled to Bel-
gium, accompanied by a delegation of Orel functionaries.'> These champion-
ships were entered by Czechoslovaks and Belgians as well as athletes from
France, Holland, Germany and Luxembourg. Domestic representatives, who nat-
urally formed the largest group of athletes, competed almost exclusively in

7 “Orel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1929, vol. 14, no. 20, pp. 292-293.

8 A. Skoupy, Slovinsky orel v kontextu politickych pomérd mezivéleéné Jugoslavie, [in:] I. Koucka,
D. Papajik (eds.), Politicky katolicismus v ndstupnickych stdtech Rakousko-Uherské monarchie
v letech 1918-1938, Univerzita Palackého v Olomouci, Olomouc 2001, pp. 105-112.

9 “QOrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1929, vol. 14, no. 23-24, pp. 338-343.

10 “Almanach sportu a télesné vychovy na rok 1932“ 1932, pp. 102—-103.

11 However, the women’s team was to travel only if the Belgians permitted female participation,
as women athletes were still not widely recognized in UIOCEP member unions. “Orel: Ustiedni
list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1930, vol. 15, no. 2, pp. 26-27. J. Jirka, Sto let krdlovny, Ceska
atletika, Prague 1997, p. 89.

12 “Qrel: Usttedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva” 1930, vol. 15, no. 14, p. 217.
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events designated for their own Belgian national associations. Saturday 26 July
1930 saw the opening of the National Gymnastics Championships (floor and ap-
paratus exercises) and of the International Mixed Enneathlon Championships
(horizontal bar, parallel bars, vault, rings, floor exercise, long jump, high jump,
100 m, shot put). However, these were entered by participants from France,
Germany and Belgium. The Czechoslovak Orel, which would have defended its
1929 second place, did not participate this time. The UIOCEP Track and Field
Championships were not opened until Monday 28" July 1930, with the partici-
pation of France, Czechoslovakia, the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany.
Vojtéch Jilek was undoubtedly the Czechoslovak team’s most successful athlete,
dominating the pentathlon competition.*3

Two months later, the Czechoslovak Orel was preparing for another engage-
ment abroad. The Polish Catholic Youth Association in Krélewska Huta (today’s
Chorzdw) was to celebrate its tenth anniversary on 6" and 7" September 1930.
The celebration was to coincide with a festival that the Kadl¢ak regional Czech-
oslovak Orel organization was invited to, having maintained contact with this
Polish association for several years. Around 120 members dressed in traditional
costumes took trains from Moravska Ostrava and Vitkovice. This was the Czech-
oslovak Orel’s first ever trip to Poland. Both male and female members per-
formed exercises there, cheered on by spectators.*

In the same year, female members of the Czechoslovak Orel High Council
travelled to Salzburg for the Austrian Catholic Turner Clubs’ Championships and
participated in a study tour in Germany.'® By the end of 1930, the Czechoslovak
Orel had also squeezed in a trip to Zagreb.

In 1932, the Czechoslovak Orel presented itself in France, where its team led
by Bedfich Kostelka achieved third place in the international championships
(Championat Artistique A), which was organized to coincide with the UIOCEP
Championships. Competition was high with 483 athletes divided into three
groups competing in this category. Around four thousand competitors flocked
to this spectacular event, held in Nice from 15 to 18™ July. The French president
himself, Albert Lebrun, took charge of the whole event.®

In 1933, the Czechoslovak Orel was to travel abroad for further engage-
ments. On 3™ June, a team of about 800 set off from Olomouc to Poland’s Kra-

13 Ceskoslovensky Orel: program, déjiny, statistika, Ustfedni Rada Orla éeskoslovenského, Prague
1931, p. 34. “Télesna vychova: Télocviény véstnik Ceskoslovenského Orla“ 1930, vol. 8, no. 8,
pp. 133-135.

14 “Qrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1930, vol. 15, no. 18, pp. 287-289.

15 “Almanach sportu a télesné vychovy na rok 1932“ 1932, pp. 102-103.

16 Ceskoslovensky Orel: program, déjiny, statistika, Ustfedni Rada Orla ¢eskoslovenského, Prague
1931, p. 34. “Jihocesky Orel: Véstnik Jihoceské orelské 7upy Jana Valeridna Jirsika v Ceskych
Budéjovicich, Lannova tfida 652 1932, vol. 1, no. 3, unpaged magazine.
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kéw and its surroundings.’” The next destination was Poland’s Piekary Wielke
(from 1934 Piekary Slaskie), where it wanted to take part in the All-Polish Festi-
val in honor of King John Il Sobieski — liberator of Vienna from the Turks. They
were held from 15" to 22" August 1933. A delegation from the Czechoslovak
Orel was to make another journey abroad on 20" August 1933, travelling to
Rome for the “Jubilee” celebrations. This biblical festival was declared by Pope
Pius XI to mark the 1 900" anniversary of Christ’s death. They returned to the
republic on 31t August 1933.18

At the UIOCEP annual meeting held on 17" and 18™ June 1933 in Salzburg,
Austria, FrantiSek Leiner was elected First Deputy Chairman of the Union.
Frangois Hébrard remained at its head while simultaneously holding the office
of Chairman of the FGSPF (Fédération gymnastique et sportive des patronages
de France — the French gymnastics and sports federation). At the meeting, new
rules for organizing international union championships were established, now
to be held once every five years. In addition, the Union’s headquarters were of-
ficially transferred from Rome to Paris.*®

The UIOCEP annual congress was hosted by Brussels in 1935. FrantiSek
Leiner, First Deputy Chairman of the Union was joined by Jifi Malasek from the
Czechoslovak Orel, as physical education advisor. At this meeting, held on 14
September 1935, UIOCEP members were told of the bad news, i.e. dissolving of
the German Catholic organization, the DJK.2° The main focus of the Union’s ne-
gotiations was to settle dates for and organize the Union’s international cham-
pionships and discuss corresponding championship rules. The following interna-
tional UIOCEP championships were ruled to take place on 13" and 14" June
1936, in Vienna.?! The Union also decided to allow Catholic unions and gymnas-
tics associations who were not yet its members to participate in a special cate-

17 “Qrel: Usttedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1933, vol. 18, no. 11-12, pp. 130-133.

18 “Qrel: Ustiedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1934, vol. 19, no. 20-21, p. 236. “Orel: Ustfedni
list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1933, vol. 18, no. 9, p. 101.

19 This organization was formed in 1908 following the First International Congress and Catholic
Gymnasts’ Championships in the Vatican. Pope Pius X, a big fan of physical education, was in-
volved in its establishment. He was known for his statement: “Pray and exercise.” At first, the
Union was located in Rome, but moved to Paris in 1920. However, Rome remained its official
headquarters until 1933, when the Union left for good after changing its statutes. This was
greatly influenced by the fact that the French FGSPF had become its largest member. “Orel:
Ustedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1928, vol. 13, no. 12, pp. 180-182. “Nova télesna
vychova: list pro télesnou vychovu, télocvik, sport, hry, skauting a pro védecké studium téchto
obord“ 1928, vol. 1, p. 44. “Véstnik sokolsky: List Svazu ¢eskoslovanského sokolstva“ 1933, vol.
35, no. 47, p. 774.

20 “Narodni listy” 1935, vol. 75, no. 201, p. 1. “Morgenpost: deutsches unparteiisches Tagblatt”
1935, vol. 70, no. 171, p. 1.

21 “Tglesna vychova: Télocviény véstnik Ceskoslovenského Orla“ 1935, vol. 13, no. 11, pp. 164—
165.
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gory of events. The Union entrusted the Czechoslovak Orel with the task of ne-
gotiating with such Slavic organizations.?

Orel’s most important foreign engagement in 1936 was undoubtedly the
previously mentioned Catholic Olympics in Vienna. The Czechoslovak Orel had
planned to have their athletes joined by a wider delegation who were to repre-
sent their nation and the Orel Movement in Vienna. The organizing committee
wanted the Czechoslovak Orel to dress in national costume and demonstrate
some of their national customs and dances. The women were to present some-
thing that would express the nature of Orel gymnastics. The same was requested
of the Orel men.?

A large group of 441 Orel representatives travelled to Vienna. The champi-
onships were opened on Friday 12 June 1936, when Czechoslovak athletes and
gymnasts began their competition. Rostislav Slavotinek led the Orel team into
the stadium for the opening ceremony which preceded the actual champion-
ships. On the first day the Czechoslovak team, particularly the gymnasts, seemed
to be tired and lacking confidence. It was clear that the athletes had more expe-
rience with international competitions. The international championships contin-
ued on Saturday morning and the stadium witnessed several successes for the
Czechoslovak Orel, particularly in track and field. Stépan Hrstka won the 110
metre hurdles, breaking the UIOCEP record for this discipline with a time of 16.3
seconds. The Czechoslovak Orel had also set their mind on a good result in the
pentathlon but to no avail. However, the Czechoslovak Orel were very pleased
with their achievement at the Catholic Olympics in Vienna. Besides sporting suc-
cesses, they acquired several new friends.*

In 1936, the UIOCEP annual conference took place in Prague on 25™ October.
The meeting was chaired by president of the union, Francois Hébrard and his
first deputy, FrantiSek Leiner, was there too. All union members were invited to
Paris for a great sporting festival to take place on 10" and 11" July 1937, in com-
memoration of the World Exhibition. All of the French delegates supported the
participation of Czechoslovak women in all age groups. The French Federation
was actually intending on introducing physical education for Catholic women
and girls in the near future. The Orel women were indeed to become a certain
model for French women. They were also reminded of their success at the Vi-
enna Catholic Olympics. Consequently, the French were promised a large num-
ber of participants by the Czechoslovak Orel. It wanted both to repay them for
their participation in the 1929 Prague Saint Wenceslas Festival of Orel Associa-

22 “Qrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1935, vol. 20, no. 18, pp. 205-206.

23 “QOrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1936, vol. 21, no. 1-2, pp. 6-8.

24 “Tglesna vychova: Télocviény véstnik Ceskoslovenského Orla“ 1936, vol. 14, no. 7, pp. 110-115.
“Orel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva® 1936, vol. 21, no. 12-14, pp. 135-139.
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tions and to encourage their participation in its planned 1939 Third National Orel
Festival. This indeed was a very significant event for the Czechoslovak Orel. In
fact, the Mayor of the Czechoslovak Orel and concurrent long-term Czechoslo-
vak minister, Jan Sramek, announced that he would lead the whole team.?®

The organizing committee discussed membership applications received
from the CDT and the Reich Catholic Youth Union in Austria. The Czechoslovak
Orel recommended admission of the CDT and its request was granted. The CDT
was admitted as a minority union, being granted only an advisory vote in the
Union’s headquarters. Technically, though, it had the same rights and benefits
as the other members.?® The Reich Catholic Youth Union in Austria was not ad-
mitted due to the Union’s policy of admitting only one national sports union
from each state.?’” The Union of German Christian Gymnastics Associations had
been running in Austria for a number of years.?

Towards the end of 1937, the Czechoslovak Orel succeeded in partially re-
newing the interrupted relations with the JOZ. Members of this union, which
had previously been forced to close down, had entered public enlightenment
organizations. In Slovenia these were Educational Associations (Prosvetna
zveza), which incorporated the ZFO (Zveza fantovskih odsekov — Union of Young
Boys’ Divisions) and the ZDK (Zveza dekliskih krozkov — Union of Girls’ Clubs),
which were given permission to add physical exercise and sport to their activities
in late 1937.%°

This union’s first planned event was a festival in Ljubljana, which was to take
place from 26™ to 29" June 1938. The Slovenians tried to attract large numbers
of international competitors, including sportsmen from the Czechoslovak Orel.°
The Czechoslovak Orel was aware of the fact that if it wanted to raise its chances
of the Slovenians sending a large team to its planned third national festival, it
would have to send a large delegation to Slovenia.3! The Czechoslovak Orel met

25 “Qrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1937, vol. 22, no. 9, p. 97.

26 So, it could send teams or individuals directly and fully independently to international champi-
onships.

27 This problem had already been discussed in the UIOCEP. It was actually the Czechoslovak Orel
that had proposed the rule of each state being allowed to be represented in the Union by only
one national federation. However, its proposal was rejected in 1929. So, it was probably the
new Union statutes, approved in 1933, that introduced this change.

28 “Qrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1936, vol. 21, no. 21, pp. 242-243.

29 Actually, the 17th October saw the start of a struggle to restore the name Orel, but with no
success at that time. However, the Slovenians gradually began to use the name in their forms.
The FGSPF used it too, at a time when it informed its members of its intention to hold this
festival.

30 “Qrelsky véstnik: List stredoleské orelské Zupy Pospisilovy” 1937, vol. 7, no. 12, pp. 5-6.

31 “QOrel: Usttedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1937, vol. 22, no. 20, pp. 234-236. National
archives in Prague, Fund Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 1, Zapisy ze sch(izi Gstfedni rady 1938-1947,
VII. obdobi — Zapis ze 75. schiize piedsednictva Csl. Orla za dne 1. prosince 1937.
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Slovenian officials in Vienna on 6™ and 7" November 1937, agreeing on condi-
tions for participation in the Ljubljana festival. The Slovenians depended on the
Czechoslovak Orel sending more than 3 000 people to Ljubljana, expecting them
to perform their own floor exercises and hoping at least half of them would join
the Slovenians in their floor exercises. The Southern Slavs had also aspired to
hold their “First Slavic Olympics”, which would include volleyball and team races
as well as skiing. After agreeing on all necessities, the Czechoslovaks and the
Slovenians went their ways.32

On 12" January 1938, the presidium of the Czechoslovak Orel decided to
send both a women’s volleyball team and a men’s volleyball team to Slovenia.
In addition to those, the Czechoslovak team was to comprise twelve best Orel
athletes and six best Orel gymnasts.?® The ski races to take place in the “First
Slavic Olympics” were eventually scheduled for 11™ to 13" February 1938. The
presidium of the Czechoslovak Orel agreed to send four best Orel skiers and one
head of team.3*

However, in early 1938, the Union of German Christian Gymnastics Associa-
tions was dissolved by the new Austrian government. This Union had not only
been a UIOCEP member but had also actively cooperated with the Czechoslovak
Orel. One of its intentions had been to send a delegation to the planned Third
National Orel Festival, scheduled to take place in Prague in 1939.%°

The Czechoslovak Orel’s first big trip to Yugoslavia was scheduled from 25
to 30™ June 1938. It intended to present how it had advanced and show how it
had expanded and developed over the last 20 years. The team comprised of
a total of around 2 000 participants. The government of the Kingdom of Yugo-
slavia considered the Ljubljana Festival a transnational event. This was reflected
in their presidium, which included Prime Minister Milan Stojadinovi¢. The Yugo-
slavian King Petar Il Karadordevic¢ himself took the auspices over the event. The
festival as such was a great manifestation of the Slavic Czechoslovak-Yugoslavian
brotherhood.

The Orel athletes had little chance of winning against the French runners in
the international race. At that time, the French were likely to have no trouble
winning on a national level at the Czechoslovak Championships.3® The Czecho-

32 “QOrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1937, vol. 22, no. 21-22, pp. 245-249.

33 National archives in Prague, Fund Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 1, Zapisy ze schizi Ustfedni rady
1938-1947, VII. obdobi — Zapis ze 78. schiize pfedsednictva Csl. Orla za dne 12. ledna 1938.

34 National archives in Prague, Fund Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 1, Zapisy ze schlzi Gstiedni rady
1938-1947, VII. obdobi — Zapis ze 75. schiize predsednictva Csl. Orla za dne 1. prosince 1937.
“Orel: Ustiedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1938, vol. 23, no. 1-2, pp. 16-17.

35 “QOrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1938, vol. 23, no. 6, p. 70.

36 If we were to compare the achievement of Orel athletes with the best Czechoslovak results,
we would have to state that the level of Orel athletics at that time was not very high, apart
from a few exceptions. P. Bahensky, M. Semerdad, Analyza vyvoje vykonnosti v béhu muzi na
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slovak Orel was actually most successful in the Slavic Championships at short
and middle distances, where they gained top positions. Stépan Hrstka was
acknowledged as the most successful athlete in the Slavic Championships at
middle distances, winning the 110 metre hurdles and the javelin, coming second
in the hammer throw and third in the shot put. In addition, he had two fourth
places and one sixth place. He also ran in both relays (4x100 metres and Swedish
relay), the Czechoslovak Orel finishing second. Consequently, Stépan Hrstka was
awarded the title of Champion Orel along with the prize for the most versatile
athlete.3” The Czechoslovak Orel also performed in the planned floor exercises,
although it probably considered its biggest team achievement its results in the
volleyball tournament, where both its men’s and women’s teams made it into
the final groups of four. The Orel teams went on to dominate both groups, taking
first and second place in both cases.3®

A similar trip was scheduled for 24" to 26™ September 1938. This time the
Czechoslovak Orel was to visit the Polish town of Czestochowa. However, events
on the world stage and the mobilization of Czechoslovakia, declared on 23™ Sep-
tember 1938, prevented them from travelling.3 In addition, Czech-Polish rela-
tions suffered a setback as Poland pursued claims on parts of the Czechoslovak
territory.®®

Mobilization, the signing of the Munich Agreement and Poland’s claims on
parts of the Czechoslovak territory almost immediately raised questions as to
whether the 1939 third National Orel Festival would go ahead in Prague or not.
Orel associations were forced to acknowledge that, if the festival was to go
ahead, it would definitely not be on a scale it had originally planned. The partic-
ipation of foreign guests raised another question. It was clearly out of the ques-
tion for some foreign teams to take part. By the end of 1938, the Czechoslovak
Orel could de facto only count on the Slovenians coming.** On 18" December

1500 m v CR 1945-2013, “Studia Kinanthropologica“ 2014, vol. 15, no. 3, pp. 131-140, DO!I:
10.32725/sk.2014.049. P. Bahensky, P. Tlusty, Analyza vyvoje vykonnosti v béhu muZi na 5000
m v CR 1945-2016, “Studia Kinanthropologica“ 2017, vol. 18, no. 2, pp. 97-107, DOI:
10.32725/sk.2017.024.

37 “QOrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1939, vol. 24, no. 2, pp. 21-23.

38 “Té&lesna vychova: Télocviény véstnik Ceskoslovenského Orla” 1938, vol. 16, no. 7-8, pp. 107—
112. ). Bransky, J. Vitek, J. Parma, Orel v Boskovicich — 100 let, Orel, Boskovice 2009, p. 40.

39 “Qrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orla“ 1946, vol. 27, no. 1, p. 14. Zprdvy k VIil. sjezdu Csl.
Orla, Typos, Brno 1947, p. 15.

40 |n addition, the Orel had been preparing to visit the Festival of Catholic Gymnastics Associa-
tions in Poznan in 1938 and had considered an invitation to a festival in Fontainebleau from
the Federation of French Gymnasts — the Avon Stags. National archives in Prague, Fund
Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 1, Zapisy ze schizi Ustfedni rady 1938-1947, VII. obdobi — Zépis ze
75. schlize predsednictva Csl. Orla za dne 1. prosince 1937.

41 “Qrel: Ustiedni list Ceskoslovenského Orelstva“ 1938, vol. 23, no. 22, p. 254.
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1938, the Czechoslovak Orel released its declaration saying that due to the eco-
nomic situation at both state level and in terms of individual associations the
1939 Czechoslovak Orel Festival would not go ahead.*

In mid-March 1939, Slovakia’s secession from the rest of the republic was
advocated and the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia was declared. The
Czechoslovak Orel had to rename itself the Czechomoravian Orel. Despite ex-
tremely tense relations that existed in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Mora-
via, Orel members tried to carry on with their activity. Even in this difficult time,
the Czechomoravian Orel managed to maintain its closest relations with the Yu-
goslavians. In mid-1939, great appreciation was shown to the Czechoslovak
Orel’s deputy mayor, FrantiSek Leiner:

In recognition of the Czechoslovak Orel’s deputy mayor, FrantiSek Leiner, the Knight

Grand Cross of the Order of Saint Sava was handed over at the Southern Slavic General

Consulate in Prague on 7t June 1939, awarded to him as proposed by the Southern Slavic

Ministry Executive and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for his contribution to the fraternal
relations between the Southern Slavic and Czech nations by His Majesty King Petar I1.43

However, even this contact was soon broken off. During the Second World
War, Czechoslovak Orel members began to take part in resistance activities,
were involved in the assassination of the Deputy Reich Protector Reinhard Hey-
drich and its former Mayor Jan Sramek became Prime Minister of Czechoslo-
vakia in exile. This all resulted in the Czechomoravian Orel being dissolved in
1941, in Moravia and a year later in Bohemia.

The Czechoslovak Orel and foreign relations between 1945
and 1948

After the Second World War and the re-establishment of Czechoslovakia,
the Czechoslovak Orel was very keen to recommence its activity and to reestab-
lish foreign relations. In 1946, it spoke of communicating with the Dutch, Bel-
gians and French. Unfortunately, it seemed that it would be the only Slavic na-
tion to remain in the Union. However, it was prepared to continue its efforts and
activity.

The Orel’s first larger meeting with foreign colleagues probably took place
in August 1946. The French Federation of Catholic Gymnastics organized a phys-

42 7prdvy k VIII. sjezdu Csl. Orla, Typos, Brno 1947, pp. 18-19.

43 The Order of Saint Sava was an Order of Merit, first awarded by the King of Serbia, Milan Obren-
ovi¢, in 1883 and later by the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Five grades were awarded. The Knight
Grand Cross (sash over the shoulder, star on the right breast) was the first grade. “Orel:
Ustiredni list Orelstva“ 1939, vol. 24, no. 11, pp. 109-110.

4 “Qrel: Ustiedni list Ceskoslovenského Orla“ 1946, vol. 27, no. 1, p. 14.
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ical education course in Joinville from 19*" to 31° August 1946. The Czechoslovak
Orel joined the course, sending a four-member delegation. The course was di-
vided into two main groups — men and women. The men’s course focused on
apparatus exercises, appropriately complemented with track and field activities,
while the women’s course mainly comprised of games, particularly basketball.
Both the men’s and the women’s groups met in the evening to discuss acquired
knowledge. The Czechoslovak delegation was not only actively engaged in the
course during the day but also tried hard to inform participants of its experience
in organizing physical education and of Czechoslovak physical education trends.*

The UIOCEP conference, held in Zurich on 19 and 20" October 1946, ena-
bled the Czechoslovak Orel to establish more contacts with Catholic gymnastics
organizations abroad. Of all the member unions, the Swiss Catholic Men’s Gym-
nastics Union based in Zurich and the Swiss Catholic Women’s Gymnastics Union
based in Basel were least affected by the Second World War. For their strength
and geographical location, they also aspired to take charge of the whole organ-
ization. These unions also proposed for the UIOCEP headquarters to be trans-
ferred from Paris to Switzerland. However, the Zurich conference was mainly
concerned with restoring the organization as a whole and reestablishing coop-
eration between those unions that had “survived” the war.*

The UIOCEP’s first official post-war meeting again took place in Zurich on 4%
and 5% January 1947 and was chaired by FGSPF*’ Mayor, Francois Hébrard. The
meeting was attended by officials from France, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria
and Czechoslovakia. FrantiSek Leiner was again elected First Deputy Chairman
of the Union, which was renamed the FICEP (Fédération internationale
catholique d'éducation physique et sportive — International Catholic Federation
of Physical and Sports Education). The headquarters of its general secretariat
remained unchanged. In addition, the Chairman of the Swiss Gymnastics Union
invited him to its Union Gala, which was to be held in Basel from 4% to 6™ July
1947% and he was also invited by the FGSPF chairman to the Gala planned for

45 National archives in Prague, Fund Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 6, Orelska delegace v Joinville 1946,
Zprava o Ucasti orelské delegace na télovychovném kurse poradaném francouzskou federaci
katolickych gymnast( ve dnech 19.—-31. srpna 1946 v Joinville.

46 S, Vejvar, D&jiny télovychovné organizace Orel v Cechdch v letech 1909—1948(Dissertation the-
sis), Charles University, Prague 2014, pp. 385-386.

47 In 1942 in German-occupied France, the FGSPF was amalgamated with its women'’s equivalent,
the RSF (Rayon sportif feminine — Women’s Sports Department), becoming the UGSPF (Union
gymnique et sportive des patronages de France — the French gymnastics and sports federa-
tion). However, this Union suspended activity in 1944, again becoming the FGSPF after the war,
their merge with the RSF not being affected.

48 National archives in Prague, Fund Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 2, Zapisy schizi nacelnické rady
muz0 1946-47, Zapis o schlzi nacelnické rady muza Csl. Orla, konané dne 29. a 30. biezna 1947
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1948. FICEP member unions also agreed on organizing apparatus championships
for all member unions. These were to take place in Paris in 1947, each member
union being entitled to send a four-member team to represent it.*

In February 1947, Ludmila Hudeckova, Helena Mi¢ochov3, Jifi Malasek and
Rostislav Slavotinek were appointed members of the FICEP technical committee.
At its meeting held in Prague from 18™ to 20" April 1947,%° the Czechoslovak
Orel requested being given the chance to hold the 1949 international champi-
onships in Prague to coincide with the 1949 Orel Gala. This was to become the
third Festival of the Czechoslovak Orel.* The Czechoslovak Orel wanted to strive
to get the other Czechoslovak Catholic organizations and institutions to join the
planned Gala. These would be accompanied by delegations of foreign Catholic
gymnastics unions and Catholics from “all allied states around the world.”>?

The women’s FICEP committee also made several important decisions in
Prague in April 1947. The meeting was chaired by the French general secretary
Marie-Thérese Euqguem. She was joined by French federation chief Olga Batany,
Swiss women’s union president Elsie Widmer, Belgium’s Mrs Nayer and Czech-
oslovak Orel women'’s chief Ludmila Hudeckova along with female members of
the High Council M. Smokovéd, Helena Mi¢ochova and M. Leinerova. A number
of issues were discussed at the meeting —rules for international championships,
female gymnast exchanges, female trainers and instructors and schedules for
future championships and events.>

At the end of its meeting, the FICEP technical committee headed from Pra-
gue to Brno. At a meeting of the Czechoslovak Orel presidium, Brno had been
approved as the venue to host a ceremonial parade, which would include
demonstrations of French and Czech gymnastics and rhythmic gymnastics. The
parade took place there on 20™ April 1947.5* It was concluded the day after in
the Typos Palace, where the audience watched demonstrations of French and
Czech methods of rhythmic gymnastics. Following the opening speeches of the
Czechoslovak Orel’s sitting deputy mayor FrantiSek Leiner and the General Sec-
retary of the FICEP and the FSF (Fédération sportive de France — French Sports

49 “QOrel: Ustfedni list Ceskoslovenského Orla“ 1947, vol. 28, no. 1-2, p. 6.

50 National archives in Prague, Fund Ceskoslovensky Orel, Box 2, Zapisy schiizi nacelnické rady
muz( 1946-47, Zapis o schlizi nacelnické rady Zen, konané dne 1.—2. Gnora 1947 v mistnostech
Ustfedni kancelafe v Brné, Vevefi ul. 6. “Orel: Ustiedni list Ceskoslovenského Orla“ 1947,
vol. 28, no. 3, p. 36.

51 As previously mentioned, this festival had originally been planned for 1939 but was prevented
from going ahead by events on the world stage in 1938 and 1939.
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Federation)®®> Armanda Thibaudeaua, the floor was passed over to Marie-Thé-
rése Eyquem — physical exercise inspector for the state physical exercise under
secretariat in Paris. Besides other things, she justified the formation of women’s
Catholic gymnastics associations in various countries, stressing that Catholic
gymnastics encourages the idea that

[...] the body should never become superior to the soul but the body should remain obe-
dient to the soul given to us by God. Catholic physical education strives not to turn
women into record breakers but to create healthy women prepared for the role of the
Christian mother [...].

She also praised the work of the Czechoslovak Orel, which was the first of all
European Catholic gymnastics associations to blaze the trail for women’s physi-
cal education.*®

At the 1947 FICEP meeting in Paris, an agreement was reached to include
the Catholic Olympics in the 1949 Orel Gala to be held in Prague. This confirmed
the Union’s participation in the Gala and the Czechoslovak Orel could begin to
prepare to welcome thousands more members of foreign Catholic gymnastics
unions from Belgium, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Austria.
This occasion provided an ideal opportunity to familiarize its guests with the
post-Second World War Orel movement.>’

The Czechoslovak Orel sent a team of fifteen, led by FrantiSek Leiner and Jifi
Malasek, to the Eighth Congress of Swiss Gymnasts and Sportsmen held in Basel
from 4™ to 6™ July 1947. A team of twelve representative gymnasts was led by
FrantiSek Dofek. Orel Chief Rostislav Slavotinek joined them in Switzerland as
well.*® This gala was held for the first time since the Second World War had
ended and was the first chance for “apparatus gymnasts” and athletes from
France, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, Belgium and Austria to meet and confront
their strengths.®® Unfortunately, representatives from the Netherlands, who
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had committed themselves to coming, were unable to travel due to passport
problems. The Orel delegation in their folk costumes raised great interest, re-
sulting in the Swiss committing to send a team of at least 100 to take part in the
1949 Orel Gala. The occasion also saw the Czechoslovak Orel being invited to
three other galas in Laval, Brussels and Paris. In addition, arrangements were
made for Orel skiers to take part in championships scheduled for March 1948 in
the French Alps. In return, Czechoslovak Orel officials were again promised par-
ticipation in the 1949 Orel Gala. The Czechoslovak Orel team won great recog-
nition in Basel and received several prizes and souvenirs.®

A team of four Czechoslovak Orel representatives was sent to Laval for the FSF
gymnastics championships on 19 and 20™ July 1947. The team was led by led by
Jifi Malasek,®* who again invited the French to Prague for their gala.®? On the even-
ing of their arrival, Czechoslovak Orel gymnasts demonstrated a routine on the par-
allel bars but they were to be truly competing the following day. After the gala had
finished, V. Kokes and two other members of the Czechoslovak Orel High Council
remained in France, in the commune of Joinville, to take part in an apparatus gym-
nastics course organized by the French federation from 4™ to 14™ August 1947.5

On 20™ August 1947, the Czechoslovak Orel presidium, having been invited
by the Association of Friends of the Soviet Union, agreed to participate in the
30t anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution. Clubs were actually
advised to ensure the highest possible participation. Pre-war anti-communism,
i.e. anti-Sovietism, had been sidelined in the post-war climate and out of general
gratefulness towards the Soviet Union.%

In 1947, the Czechoslovak Orel was also invited to the gymnastics and sports
gala held in Helsinki. Unfortunately, the invitation was late in arriving and the
Czechoslovak Orel did not have time to form a team to represent them. Conse-
guently, the gala was attended by only one female member of the High Council,
Helena Ml¢ochova.®
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At the meeting of the Czechoslovak Orel High Council in October 1947, Bar-
toloméj Kamenik suggested challenging Austria and Belgium in a track and field
competition.®® His request was not granted but Jifi Maldsek was subsequently
assigned the task of trying to arrange friendly volleyball, basketball and table
tennis matches against Austrian, Belgian or French teams. The question was
raised to the Austrians that same year.®’ Following talks with the Austrian Gym-
nastics and Sports Union, two apparatus gymnastics meetings were agreed on
in the end, one to be held in Brno in December 1947 and the other in Vienna in
March 1948. A letter was also sent to raise the question of organizing a similar
event against Belgium. However, no agreement was reached. A team of only six
Orel representatives was sent to Belgium to compete in an apparatus gymnas-
tics competition held in mid-November 1947.%8

Conditions for member union instructor exchanges were settled at the 1947 in-
ternational conference of FICEP technical committees. The Belgian union was the
first to send its female instructors, students of physical education at the Catholic
University in Leuven, to Czechoslovakia. Their stay included a visit to LiSen, where
women and junior women from the LiSen club demonstrated their floor exercises,
dances and rhythmic gymnastics routines. The Orel’s women'’s physical education
was of great interest to the Belgian women, as women'’s physical education did not
have its own style in Belgium, consisting exclusively of men’s elements.®®

As previously mentioned, three Orel skiers were to take part in a ten-day ski
course in the French Alps, starting on 5" February 1948. Another three Orel
sportsmen were scheduled to join them to travel to the FSF skiing champion-
ships, held on 14" and 15" February 1948.7° The best Orel skiers were to pit their
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strength in the French Alps against French, Swiss, Belgian and Austrian compet-
itors. The Orel team was to be led by Jifi Maldsek, who was subsequently due to
head for Paris to discuss the Orel’s participation in the French Federation Gala,
scheduled to go ahead on 7™ and 8™ August 1948.”* However, the skiing cham-
pionships in France were probably held without Czechoslovak participation.

Arrangements were made with the Austrian Gymnastics and Sports Union
for teams of six representing both organizations to take each other on in appa-
ratus gymnastics and floor exercise routines in Brno on 10" April 1948. The
Czechoslovak Orel was again scheduled to travel to Paris at the end of July 1948.
This time, a group of women gymnasts were to travel, the Women’s High Council
having begun preparations in 1947.7> However, neither this nor the apparatus
gymnastics competition against the Austrians in Brno went ahead.

After the Communist coup in Czechoslovakia in February 1948, a new di-
rective came into force on 27" February 1948, allowing the existence of only
one single Czechoslovak physical education organization - the Sokol. All physical
education, sports and hiking organizations, societies and clubs would be taken
over by the Sokol, both in terms of property and members. This de facto brought
the downfall of the Czechoslovak Orel, time again preventing it from going
ahead with its planned third National Festival in Prague. This time, the Czecho-
slovak Orel had to wait years and years to be reestablished. The Communists
had seized power and the totalitarian Communist regime would remain in
Czechoslovakia, to varying degrees, until 1989.

Conclusion

The origins of the Orel gymnastics organization go back to the turn of the
20" century, when the first physical education divisions began to form in the
Czech region of Austria-Hungary under the auspices of existing Catholic associ-
ations. Inspiration for the establishment and organization of the Orel movement
can be found both in the Czech Sokol institution, from which the Orel institution
adopted a large part of its organization structure, and in Slovenia, where a Cath-
olic gymnastics organization called Orel had also been established. It was the
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Slovenian Orel that the Orel institution in the Czech region of Austria-Hungary
established its first foreign relations with.

After the end of the First World War, the Orel institution gained independ-
ence from the Catholic associations in the Czech region of Austria-Hungary. The
Orel became an independent association operating nationwide and was named
the Czechoslovak Orel. Its number of international contacts rapidly rose, helped
in the 1920s by its two national Orel festivals and by its UIOCEP membership.
Just as other large gymnastics organizations in Czechoslovakia — Sokol and the
SDTJ, the Czechoslovak Orel was affiliated to an international gymnastics union.

Besides being affiliated to the UIOCEP in the 1920s, the Czechoslovak Orel
held talks with the Slovenians on forming a Union of Slavic Orel Associations,
which the Czechoslovak Orel was to preside over. This can again be said to have
been another case where the Czechoslovak Orel had clearly drawn inspiration
from the Czech Sokol, which presided over the Union of Slavic Sokol Associa-
tions, established in 1908. Another large Czechoslovak gymnastics organization
—the SDTJ — was a member of the International Association of Red Sports and
Gymnastics Associations. The importance of the SDTJ within the International
Association of Red Sports and Gymnastics Associations grew over the years.
However, unlike the Czechoslovak Orel, whose position within the UIOCEP grew
continually, the SDTJ was significantly helped on its road to glory by the dissolu-
tion of workers’ gymnastics associations in Germany and Austria in 1933 and
1934. However, a Union of Slavic Orel Associations was not formed and the
Czechoslovak Orel had to make do with being affiliated to the UIOCEP.

Affiliation to the UIOCEP, which the Czechoslovak Orel was given in the early
1920s, was of great benefit. The affiliated unions mutually enriched each other.
The Czechoslovak Orel could now compare its gymnasts with those from abroad.
Actually, the Czechoslovak Orel became a pioneer for women’s physical educa-
tion within the UIOCEP, inspiring other affiliated unions with its highly devel-
oped program for women gymnasts. The Czechoslovak Orel was not only be-
coming a significant player within the UIOCEP but also one of the largest organ-
izations affiliated to this Union. Consequently, the Czechoslovak Orel was of-
fered first the chair of its second deputy president and later that of its first dep-
uty president. This secured a more convenient position for Czechoslovak Orel
officials to strive to have union rules modified to the benefit of their organiza-
tion, at least in certain respects.

The Czechoslovak Orel actually established a number of other foreign con-
tacts, not only with unions that were not affiliated to the UIOCEP. The second
National Orel Festival, called the 1929 Prague Saint Wenceslas Festival of Orel
Associations, was regarded by the Czechoslovak Orel as the highlight of its ef-
forts in the 1920s, a number of foreign guests having already committed their
presence in advance. The third Orel Festival, scheduled to take place in Prague



52 Tomas TLUSTY

in 1939, was to be the peak of its efforts in the 1930s. However, the festival was
called off in 1938 due to the complicated international situation. Efforts to or-
ganize the third festival in 1949 again failed, the totalitarian Communist regime
having been introduced in Czechoslovakia a year earlier.

This de facto meant the end of the Czechoslovak Orel for many years to
come and foreign relations were completely broken off. This forced the Czech-
oslovak Orel to operate in exile at least, not being reestablished in Czechoslo-
vakia until the 1990s. However, it was never to follow up its achievement and
regain its position in Czechoslovak gymnastics and sport and the FICEP.
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