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Aktywnos¢ fizyczna ludnoSci ukrainskiej internowanej
w obozach na terenie wojewodztwa lodzkiego
w latach 1920-1938

Streszczenie

Po zawieszeniu broni miedzy Polskg a Rosja w pazdzierniku 1920 r., zotnierze Ukrainskiej Re-
publiki Ludowej, przekraczajac granice Polski, zostali rozbrojeni i osadzeni w obozach dla inter-
nowanych. W 1921 r. do obozéw na terenie wojewodztwa tédzkiego w Kaliszu-Szczypiornie, Piotr-
kowie Tryb. i Strzalkowie przybyto ponad 15 tys. Ukraincéw. Obozy funkcjonowaly do 1924 r., po
ich likwidacji internowani uzyskali statut emigrantéw politycznych. Cze$¢ z nich wyjechata za gra-
nice lub w inne rejony Polski, pozostajacy w Kaliszu zamieszkali w Stanicy Ukrainskiej w Kaliszu.
Zycie internowanych toczyto sie w bardzo trudnych warunkach obozowych. Izolowani, poddani
wrogiej agitacji wladz bolszewickich, podjeli dziatania przywracajace mobilizacje narodowo-pa-
triotyczng oraz zdrowotno-sportowa. Dziatalno$¢ kulturalno-o$wiatowa — obok teatréw, chorow,
bibliotek, prasy — prowadzity szkoty. Ludno$¢ ukrainska uczgszczata do obozowych (ukrainskich)
i polskich szkot. W ramach programu uczestniczyta w zaj¢ciach z wychowania fizycznego. W ob-
ozach rozwinat si¢ wspomagany przez amerykanska YMCA ruch sportowy. Prezentowany poziom
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sportowy uniemozliwial rywalizacj¢ z czolowymi druzynami w regionie. Zajgcia sportowe, poza
oddzialywaniem prozdrowotnym, integrowaty srodowisko ukrainskie.

Stowa kluczowe: internowani, zotnierze ukrainscy, wychowanie fizyczne, sport, wojewodztwo
todzkie.

Abstract

After the truce between Poland and Russia had been signed in October 1920, the soldiers of the
Ukrainian People’s Republic who crossed the Polish border were first disarmed and then impris-
oned in internment camps. In 1921 over 15 000 people were sent to camps on the territory of the
province of £6dz, namely to Kalisz-Szczypiorno, Piotrkéw Trybunalski and Strzatkowo. The
camps functioned until 1924 and after their liquidation, the internees had to leave the territory of
Poland or, after obtaining the status of political immigrants, they were granted a permit to stay.
Those who stayed settled in Kalisz, in the so-called Ukrainian Stanitsa. They lived in shabby con-
ditions. However, although isolated and subjected to hostile agitation by Bolshevik authorities, they
managed to restore their patriotic and national spirit as well as their sports and health character.
Cultural and educational activity, apart from theatres, choirs, libraries, the press was run primarily
by schools. The Ukrainian people attended both camp (Ukrainian) schools and Polish schools where
they participated in PE classes as part of the curriculum. Moreover, the sports movement developed,
supported by the American YMCA association. Their sports level made it possible to compete with
the leading regional teams. Sports Activities, apart from their pro-health impact, integrated the
Ukrainian community.

Keywords: the interned, soldiers of the Ukrainian People’s Republic, physical education (PE),
sport, the Province of £.6dz.

Introduction

This article aims to present forms of physical activities which were under-
taken by Ukrainian soldiers kept in camps in 1920 prepared for them, a.o. in the
territory of the Province of £6dz which the Kalisz County was part of after Poland
regained independence. The beginning of the period of my research was marked
by the arrival of the first groups while the ending — 1938 — by locating the Kalisz
County along with Ukrainian Stanitsa in the Poznan Province due to the admin-
istrative reform.

Research methods and problems
The circumstances of interning Ukrainian soldiers in camps on the territory

of the Province of £.6dz have already been analysed by both Polish and Ukrainian
researchers'. However, the research problem formulated in the title of this article

' A. Kolanczyk, Internowani zotnierze armii UNR w Kaliszu 19201939 [The internedsoldiers of
Ukrainian People’s Republic (UNR) army in Kalisz 1920—-1939], Kalisz — Przemysl — Lviv,
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has been either treated merely as a contribution or neglected. It has to be men-
tioned though that the author of this article does not claim the right to fully present
the title problem.

1995; A. Ukraincy i ich zycie w Kaliszu w latach 1920—1939 [Ukrainians and their life in Kalisz
In the years 1920-1939), [in:] Kalisz miasto otwarte [Kalisz — an open town], ed. K. Walczak,
E. Andrysiak, Kaliskie Towarzystwo Przyjaciot Nauk, Kalisz 2006, p. 80-95; Z. Karpus, Jercy
i internowani rosyjscy i ukrainscy na terenie Polski w latach 1918—1924 [Captives, as well as
Russians and Ukrainians interned on the territory of Poland in the years 1918—1924], Wydaw-
nictwo Adam Marszatek, Torun 1997; E. Wiszka, Prasa obozowa Zoinierzy armii Ukrainskiej
Republiki Ludowej internowanych w Kaliszu i Szczypiornie w latach 1920—1924 [Camp press
of Ukrainian People’s Republic army soldiers interned in Kalisz and Szczypiorno in the years
1920-1924, “Rocznik Kaliski” [“Kalisz Yearbook™] 1996/1997, v. 26, pp. 153—-168; K. Pasz-
kiewicz, Szkolnictwo i oswiata wojsk Ukrainskiej Republiki Ludowej internowanych w Polsce
w latach 1920—-1924 [Schooling and education of Ukrainian Peoples’ Republic soldiers interned
in Poland In the years 1920—1924], [in:] Polska i Ukraina [Poland and Ukraine], ed. Z. Karpus,
W. Rezmer, E. Wiszka, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun 1997, pp. 329-334; A. Roth,
Oboz i Stanitsa ukrainiska w Kaliszu po [ wojnie Swiatowej [The camp and Ukrainian Stanitsa
in Kalisz after the Great War], “Kronika Wielkopolski” [“Chronicles of Wielkopolska™] 2000,
no. 2, pp. 55-69; M. Jarecki, Kartka z dziejow ukrainskiej emigracji w Kaliszu w potowie lat
trzydziestych XX [A page of the Ukrainian immigration history in Kalisz in mid-thirties of 20th
c., “Gazeta Kaliska” journal, 2004/2005, v. 30, pp. 101-112; A. Roth, Ukraincy w Kaliszu
[Ukrainians in Kalisz], “Kalisia Nowa” 2007, no. 11-12, pp. 12-16; B. Czerniak, R. Czerniak,
Oboz jencow i internowanych pod Strzatkowem [The camp of the interned captives near Strzat-
kowo], Muzeum Regionalne w Stupcy [Regional Museum in Stupca], Stupca 2006; B. Czerniak,
R.M. Czerniak, Oboz jencow wojennych i internowanych pod Strzatkowem 1914—1918, 1919—
1924 [The camp of war captives and the Internet near Strzatkowo 1914—1918, 1919-1924], Wy-
dawnictwo Kropka J.W. Sliwczynscy, Strzatkowo 2013; W. Olszewski, Jericy i internowani
zmarli w obozie Strzatkowo w latach 19151921 [Captives and the Interned who died in Strzai-
kowo camp In the years1915—1921], Oficyna Wydawnicza Rytm, Warszawa 2012. I. CpiOusik
[I. Sribniak], Hayionareno-nampiomuuna ma cnopmueHo-0300posya MoOINi3ayis 60symea
y mabopiinmeproganuxsiiicok YHP Cmawxoso (ITonowa) y 1921-1922 pp.: @opmu i memoou,
[Nacionalno-patriotyczna ta sportywno-ozdorowcza mobilizacija wojactwa u tabori internowa-
nych vijisk UNR Staszkowo (Polsza) u 1921-1922 rr.: Formy i metody) [National patriotic and
health mobillization of soldiers in Ukrainian People’s Republic internment camp in Staszkow
(Poland) in the years 1921-1922. Forms and methods] “Ineonoris i ITonituka” [“Ideologija
i Politika”] [“Ideology and Politics”] 2018, no 2(10), pp. 131-146; H. Cunopenxo [N. Sydo-
renko], Hayionansno-oyxoene camocmeepooicenns, 4. 2: Ilpeca inmepnoganux ykpainyie ma
yuginonoi emicpayii (Yexis, [lonvwa, Pymynin, €eunem, 1919—1924) [Natcionalno-duchowne
samostwierdzennia, cz. 2: Presa internowanych ukraijintcow ta cywilnoji emigraciji (Czechija,
Polsza, Rumunija, Egypet, 1919—1924] [National and spirituals acceptance, part 2: The press
of the Internet Ukrainians and citizen immigration (Czech Republic, Poland, Romania, Egypt
1919-1924], Kiev 2000; M. IlaBirenko [M. Pawlenko], Vpaincekis iticoko eonononeni
i inmepHnoeani 'y mabopax Ilonvwi, Yexocroeauuunuma Pymyuii: cmaenennasnaou
i ymosunepebysanns (1919-1924) [Ukraijinski wijskowopotonieni i internowani u taborach
Polszi, Chechostowaczczyny ta Rumuniji: stawlennjawlady i umowy perebywannja (1919-
1924)] [Ukrainian war captives and the interned in camps of Poland, Czechoslovakia and Ro-
mania — authority relations and socialconditions], Kiev 1992.
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Methods such as induction, deduction, synthesis and comparative methods
were used in this research. The source material were the archives, press and liter-
ature sources. The following research problems were formulated:

1. What conditions determined sports activity?
2. What forms of physical activity did the Ukrainian people practise in the in-
ternment camps?

Results and discussion

The Province of L.6dZz was constituted by the Temporary Act of August 2,
1919. It encompassed 13 counties with 1.6dz as the place of residence of the au-
thorities of the Province?. The most important revision of the borders of the prov-
ince took place in 1938 when the counties of Kalisz, Koto, Konin and Turek were
transferred to the Poznan Province® and the counties of Kutno, Lowicz, Skier-
niewice and Rawa as well as Konskie* and Opoczno were incorporated® the prov-
ince of L.odz, which was of agricultural and industrial character (textile industry
was predominant). It was determined by national and social diversification®. The
first general census of 1921 distinguished the following nations out of 2 252 769
inhabitants of the province: Poles — 81%, Jews — 12 %, Germans — 4,6% and a few
less numerous nations, such as Czechs, Russians, Ruthenians (Ukrainians), Bela-
rusians, Lithuanians and others. In 1921 Ukrainian (Ruthenian)’ nationality was

2 M. Bandurka, Zmiany administracyjne i terytorialne ziem wojewddztwa tédzkiego XIX i XX

wieku [Administrative and territorial changes of the Provence of £6d? In the 19" and 20" cen-
tury], PWN, Warszawa 1974. These included the following counties: Brzeziny, Kalisz, Koto,
Konin, Lask, Le¢czyca, L.odz, Piotrkéw, Sieradz, Radomsko, Stupca, Turek and Wielun.

M. Bandurka, Rozwdj administracyjno-terytorialny powiatu kaliskiego oraz powiatow sgsied-
nich w XIX i XX wieku (do 1945 roku) [Administrative and territorial development of the Kalisz
County and the neighbouring counties in the 19" and 20" century (until 1945)], ,,Rocznik Kali-
ski” [“Kalisz Yearbook™] 1976, v. 9, 1976, pp. 185-213.

Excluding: Blizyn, Skarzysko-Kamienna and Szydlowiec.

5 Wojewddztwo #édzkie w XXX-leciu PRL [£6d2 Province in 30 years of Polish People’s Republic
(PRL)], Wojewddzki Urzad Statystyczny w Lodzi [Voivodeship Statistics in £.6dz], £.odz 1974, p. 7.
A. Rzepkowski, Struktura spoteczna mieszkancow wojewddztwa todzkiego w swietle powszech-
nych spisow ludnosci w 1921 i 1931 r. [Social structure of residents of the Province of Lodz in
the light of censuses in 1921 i 1931 r.], “Przeglad Nauk Historycznych” [“Review of Historical
Sciences”] 2012, 11(1), p. 30.

A. Rzepkowski, Skfad narodowosciowy, wyznaniowy i jezykowy ludnosci wojewédztwa todz-
kiego w Il Rzeczypospolitej [National, religious and language structure of the residents of the
Province of £odz in the Second Republic of Poland), “Przeglad Nauk Historycznych” [“Review
of Historical Sciences”] 2011, 10(2), p.135. During the 1921 census the Ukrainians were referred
to as Ruthenians. The term “Ukrainian” referred to people living on the territory of Ukraine
during its territorial affiliation to Russia.
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declared by 846 people®. It soon changed reasonably, because in October 1920 a truce
between Poland and Russia was proclaimed in Riga. As a result of the truce between
Poland and the Ukrainian People’s Republic (URL) was undone. Then the bereft
troops of URL, forced by Bolshevik army, passed onto the territory of Poland.

Here, The Ukrainian soldiers, were disarmed by Polish army and interned in
several camps in Aleksandréw Kujawski, Wadowice, Piotrkow Kujawski, Piku-
lice, Lancut, Strzaltkowo and Kalisz. In December 1921 all the interned soldiers
and civilians — 15 326 — were sent to camps on the territory of the Province of
L6dz. 8454 of them were sent to Kalisz and Szczypiorno, 372 to Piotrkow Try-
bunalski and 6500 to Strzatkowo.

The soldiers and their families, as well as civilians, teachers, doctors, stu-
dents, writers and artists among them lived in shabby conditions. Their number
decreased as a result of the living conditions as well as due to Bolshevik agitating
activities, amnesties proclaimed by Bolshevik authorities and emigration to the
West and, in many cases, because they assimilated with Polish society. The grow-
ing downward trend in the number of internees resulted in the closure of the
camps on August 31, 1924°. Those who stayed in Poland, higher — rank officers,
the sick, invalids, the old, got the status of political immigrants and lived in Kalisz
Ukrainian Stanitsa (1924-1939)'°. In 1920, the interned Ukrainians were sent to
the internment camps of the Great War (Kalisz, Szczypiorno'!, Strzatkowo'?).
Unfortunately, there is no possibility to locate the Internment Camp no. 11 in
Piotrkow Trybunalski. Hence, it is impossible to estimate the living conditions
there. It arises from the scraps of information that some of the internees lived at
13, Krakowska Street (now it is Krakowskie Przedmiescie'?).

Pierwszy powszechny spis Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej. Mieszkania. Ludnosé. Stosunki zawodowe. Wo-
Jjewoddztwo todzkie [The first generalcensus of the Republic of Poland. People. Flats. Trade rela-
tions. The Province of £6dz], “Statystyka Polski” [“Statistics of Poland™] 1928, v. 16, pp. 3, 79-80.
Z. Karpus, Stanitsa Ukrainska w Kaliszu. Centrum ukrainskiego zycia spoteczno-wojskowego
na emigracji w Polsce w latach 1924—1939 [Ukrainian Stanitsa in Kalisz.Ukrainiancentre of
social and military life on immigration in Poland in years 1924—1939], [in:] Na przelomie stu-
leci. Naréd, kosciol, panstwo w XIX i XX wieku. Ksigga jubileuszowa dedykowana Profesorowi
Ryszardowi Benderowi z okazji 65 rocznicy urodzin [At the turn of centuries. Nation, church
and country in XIXth and XXth c. Jubillee book dedicated to Professor Ryszard Bender on 65th
birth anniversary], Lublin 1997, p. 408.

Centralne Archiwum Wojskowe (CAW), Sprzymierzona Armia Ukrainska-Ministerstwo Spraw
Wojskowych, sygn. 27: Memoriat Centralnego Komitetu Ukrainskiego w Polsce w sprawie Sta-
nicy ukrainskiej w Kaliszu z 1938 r. [Central Military Archive in Warsaw: Allied Ukrainia-
nArmy — the Ministry of MilitaryAffairs, sign. 27: A memorial of the Central Ukrainian Com-
mittee in Poland on the issue of Ukrainian Stanitsa in Kalisz of 1938].

A. Kolanczyk, Internowani zotnierze armii UNR... [The interned soldiers of Ukrainian People’s
Republic (UNR)...], p. 3.

W. Olszewski, Jericy i internowani... [Captives and the interned...], p. 5.

Archiwum Panstwowe (AP) w Piotrkowie Trybunalskim, Starostwo Powiatowe Piotrkowskie,
sygn. 171: Utworzenie kaplicy dla internowanych w Piotrkowie Zotnierzy ukrainskich — kore-
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The camps were semi-open. As a result, their residents found employment in
nearby towns and farms. The wages improved their bad financial situation,
though one has to remember that the established food rations were impossible to
fulfil the demands for a long time.

The economical collapse of Poland after the Great War caused shortages, both
for the soldiers and for civilians'# not only in food but clothes, shoes and fuel as
well. The food crisis began to step down only in 1921. Apart from a diet, the state
of health was also determined by conditions of accommodation. Overcrowded,
cold shanties were the source of diseases like typhoid or dysentery.

The sanitary and epidemiological situation in Strzatkowo and Kalisz camps
was bad, although preventive activities were undertaken, like the ones in
Strzatkowo in August 1920. Captain Wtadystaw Gabler was appointed the com-
mander of the hospital and managed to limit the spread of infectious diseases by
separating the sick and increasing the number of beds'®. Despite the improvement
of the conditions the reports reveal a very poor living situation in the camps.

In the post-inspection report of 1936 we can read: “[...] the rooms, where they
reside are against all hygienic standards. The ceilings are leaking, wooden walls
are the home for vermin. In the majority of inspected flats, it is cold and damp.
Two or more people sleep in one bed, the healthy with the sick...”®.

The camp medical personnel watched the state of health of the interned peo-
ple. The number of sick balanced between several and several dozen per cent due
to the introduction of vaccinations against infectious diseases'’. Sometimes, how-

spondencja, 1921, k. 2: Do Starostwa w Piotrkowie, Piotrkow 19.1V.21 r. [National Archive in
Piotrkéw Trybunalski, Piotrkéw County Office, sign. 171: Creation of a chapel for the interned
Ukrainian soldiers in Piotrkow — correspondence, 1921, p. 2: To Piotrkéw County Office, Pi-
otrkéw April 19, 1921].

I. Cpibusix [I. Sribniak], “Hecemo mu xpecm... 6 mepHOiM GiHKY KomOUUX Opomis...”
(inmepnoeganisosiku-ykpainyiemaoopi Cmuwanxoso, Honvway 1922-1923 pp-),
., KuIBCBKiicTOpHUHICTY ii: HaykoBuibKkypHan” (“Nesemo my chrest... v ternowim winku
koljuczych drotiv...” (internowani wojaky-ukrainci w tabor i Stszatkowo, Polsza u 1922—1923
rr.), “Kijiwski istoryczni studii: naukowyj zurnat” [“We carry a cross... a thorny wreath of
barbedwire...”(interned soldiers in camps in Strzatkowo, Poland in years 1922—1923)] 2018,
no 1(6), p. 32.

B. Czerniak, R.M. Czerniak, Oboz jericow wojennych i internowanych... [The camp of war cap-
tives and the interned..., p. 17.

16 CAW, Oddzial 11 Sztabu Gtéwnego z lat 1921-1939, sygn. 1.303.4.5669, Sprawozdanie z lu-
stracji Ukrainskiej Stanicy pod Kaliszem przeprowadzonej dnia 28 i 29 stycznia 1936 roku,
k. 46 [Central Military Archive, II Division of the Main Military Staff (General) in years 1921—
1939, sign. 1.303.4.5669. A report on the inspection of Ukrainian Stanitsa near Kalisz held on
January 28 and January 29, 1936, p. 46].

AP w Piotrkowie Tryb., Katalog wystawy ,,Ukrainskie $lady na ziemi piotrkowskiej. Doku-
menty z zasobéw Archiwum Panstwowego w Piotrkowie Trybunalskim”, Piotrkow Tryb., 2018,
k. brak [National Archive in Piotrkéw Tryb., Exhibitoncatalogue ,,Ukrainiantraces in Piotrkow
area. Documents of resources of National Archive in Piotrkdw Trybunalski”, Piotrkow Tryb.,
2018. p. none]; I. Cpibusk [I. Sribniak], ,,Hecemomuxpecm...” [“We carry a cross...], p. 33.
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ever, their efforts were defeated by sanitary conditions. In the aforementioned
post-inspection report it was noted in the description of the sick rooms: “[...] it
happened that the sick lay naked, covered by shags with swarms of vermin, the
insane are deprived of daylight because the only window in their shanty is tightly
nailed with boards...”"®,

After a relative improvement of camp living conditions in mid-1921, there
were activities undertaken, which strengthened the moral attitude, national and
patriotic, sports and health awareness. In every camp, there were various sections
organized, such as: general, publishing, historical, visual arts, science, library and
sports. Through organizing courses of reading and writing organizations and cul-
tural societies eliminated illiteracy. Libraries, choirs, theatres and publishing
houses organized educational, cultural and publishing activities'.

Schools were one of the first cultural and educational centres. They were open
in Kalisz, Szczypiorno and Strzatkowo. There were different levels of education
in camps: primary, secondary and tertiary.

From 1921, there functioned a school for adults which in 1923 was trans-
formed into the T. Szewczenko Ukrainian Secondary School®°. The school con-
tinued its activity after the camps were closed and the Ukrainian Stadnitsa was
created?'. Its graduates continued their education at universities in Poland and
abroad, i.e. in Czechoslovakia, France or Germany. However, after a few years,
there was a shortage of Ukrainian primary school (in 1925 — 108 boys and girls).
That is why in 1926 they opened S. Petlura Primary School and in 1935 they
created a seven-grade coeducational school with Ukrainian as the language of
instruction?.

In Szczypiorno, in a scouts’ boarding school (plastun school) orphans from
all camps were collected (about 100 people). In 1921, Ukrainian People’s Uni-

18 CAW, Oddziat II Sztabu Gléwnego z lat 1921-1939, sygn. 1.303.4.5669, Sprawozdanie z lus-
tracji ..., k. 47 [Central Military Archive, II Division of the Main Military Staff (General) in
years 1921-1939, sign. 1.303.4.5669. A report on the inspection..., p. 47].

E. Wiszka, Prasa obozowa Zzotnierzy armii Ukrainskiej Republiki Ludowej internowanych
w Kaliszui Szczypiornie w latach 1920—1924 [Camp press of Ukrainian People’s Republic army
soldiers interned in Kalisz and Szczypiorno in years 1920—1924], “Rocznik Kaliski” [“Kalisz
Yearbook™] 1996/1997, v. 26, p. 153—168; A. Kolanczyk, Internowani zolnierze... [The interned
soldiers...], p. 12-58; B. Wojciechowska, Bolszewicy pod Strzatkowem [The Bolsheviksnear
Strzatkowo], p. 141.

20 E. Wiszka, Stanitsa ukrainiska w Kaliszu (1924-1939) [Ukrainian Stanitsa in Kalisz (1924—
1939)], [in:] Polska. Ukraina. Osadczuk [Poland. Ukraine. Osadczuk], ed. B. Berdychowska,
O. Hnatiuk, M. Curie-Sktodowska University, Lublin 2007, p. 159.

C. Hapixunit (S. Nariznyj), Yrpaiucoka emicpayis xynemypna npays ykpaincexoi emiipayii
Mmidie 06oma ceimosumu siunami [Ukrainska emigracja kulturna pracja ukrainskoj emigracji miz
dwoma switowymi vijnami] [Ukrainian immigration, a cultural act of Ukrainian immigration
between two world wars), Prague 1942, p. 49; AP w Kaliszu, Starostwo Powiatowe w Kaliszu
[National Archive in Kalisz, Kalisz County Office], sign.187, p. 16, Ukrainians’ problems...

22 E. Wiszka, Stanitsa ukrainska... [Ukrainian Stanitsa...], p. 163.

21
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versity was relocated from Lancut to Strzatkowo, with 758 students and four fac-
ulties: economics, mathematics and nature, history and philosophy and military
science (235 people)®.

In the same year, with the help of Young Men’s Christian Association
(YMCA), they started a sports secondary school.

The state of Ukrainian education was not far from their general living conditions
in the camp. Working in Ukrainian schools as well as learning there made the finan-
cial situation of teachers and students deteriorate because they were deprived of any
possibility of extra paid jobs and they had to rely only on camp rations.

The curriculum in Ukrainian schools was similar to the one in Polish schools.
Extracurricular subjects were the Ukrainian language and the history and geog-
raphy of Ukraine.

Classes were held in Ukrainian. Lack of finance and later on the shortage of
teachers negatively influenced camp schooling. Nevertheless, school inspectors
expressed positive opinions on the activity of the school in Stanitsa in the years
1925-1927%.

Unfortunately, in the mid-1930s this required state continued to deteriorate.
Schools in shanties did not meet the required conditions for school premises. That
was the most probable reason for low attendance. There were only 50 students in
the Stanitsa school where classes were attended by 5-7 children on average®.
Most kids (about 170) went to Polish schools. It resulted in giving up their edu-
cation in Ukrainian as their first language?®.

23 K. Paszkiewicz, Szkolnictwo i o$wiata wojsk Ukrainiskiej Republiki Ludowej internowanych
w Polsce w latach 1920-1924 [Schooling and education of Ukrainian Peoples’ Republic sol-
diers interned in Poland in years 1920—1924), [in:] Polska i Ukraina [Poland and Ukraine], ed.
Z. Karpus, W. Rezmer, E. Wiszka, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun 1997, p. 329-334;
A. Kolanczyk, Internowani Zotnierze... [ The interned soldiers...], p. 12—13; A. Roth, Oboz i Sta-
nitsa ukrainska..., “Kronika Wielkopolski” [4 camp and Ukrainian Stanitsa..., “Chronicles of
Wielkopolska™] 2000, no. 2, p. 62.

Archiwistyka spoteczna, ,,Polsko-ukrainskie braterstwo broni w 1920 r. Spus$cizna dra Aleksan-
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spol.html].
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Instead, Ukrainian children attended better-equipped Polish schools in Kalisz. It
also concerned PE classes and the possibility of participating in student sports clubs?’.

The residual character of archive sources does not allow to present the full
picture of PE classes in camp schools. The preserved report of 1937/1938 reports
that in the Ukrainian primary school (Ukrainian Stanitsa) body exercises of 2
hours a week were conducted in a recreational room by Stefan Ko$¢-Kostenko?.

We can find very interesting information on a sports secondary school in
Strzatkowo in 1921. It was established thanks to material and programming sup-
port of the American YMCA organization. Photographs kept in the Regional Mu-
seum of Stupca document training classes in 1922. They also depict the outlook
of the so-called exercise house organized in one of the camp shanties.

Practising was based on American curriculum. Classes lasted till late hours
in the evening (10 pm). Students (400, 25 women team among them) were taught
elements of athletics, general and equipment gymnastics, wrestling (American
and French), jiu-jitsu, weight lifting, fencing, tennis, basketball and football®.

Pic. 1. YMCA gym in the internment camp in Strzatkowo (March 1st, 1922)

Source: Regional Museum of Stupca.

27 J. Jaroszewski, Wychowanie fizyczne, higiena oraz sport szkolny w szkolach na terenie powiatu
kaliskiego w latach 1918—1939 [Physical education, hygiene and sport in schools on the territory
of Kaliski county in years 1918—-1939), [in:] Rola elit spolecznych w ochronie dziedzictwa kultur-
owego w spolecznosciach lokalnych [The role of social elites in the protection of cultural heritage in
local societies), ed. S. Kowalska, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan 2010, pp. 37-56.

AP w Poznaniu, Kuratorium Okrggu Szkolnego Poznanskiego, sygn. 155, k. 9, 20-121, 26-27,
Sprawozdanie z organizacji 1937/38 [National Archive in Poznafi, Education Authority of Poz-
nan school region, sign. 155, p. 9, 20-121, 26-27, A report of organization of 1937/38].

29 C. Hapixwuuii (S. Nariznyj), Vxpaincoxa emizpayis... [Ukrainian immigration...], p. 42.
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The equipment and sports clothes were delivered by the YMCA. The partic-
ipants tried to make up for the lacking equipment on their own. In the picture,
you can see ketlebells and axels. After closing down the camp in Strzatkowo, the
YMCA mission was relocated with the interned people to scouts’ school (ptastun
school) in Szczypiorno. There, apart from obligatory subjects, they put special
attention to military training and physical education. It was YMCA again which
equipped the school. An instructor of gymnastics, volleyball, basketball, football,
athletics and boxing was employed.

Pic. 2. A group of men practsing in the gym (March 1st, 1922)

Source: Regional Museum of Shupca.

You did not have to wait long for the results. After several months, Ukrainian
scouts competed against their peers from Kalisz schools®. Sports activity com-
plemented cultural, educational and artistic classes in the military environment.
It integrated the Ukrainian community. It heated readiness for action and stabi-
lized the emotional state of the interned soldiers for whom the active way of life
was of great importance. The greatest sports impulse integrating the Ukrainian
community were the contests, especially football matches. This kind of activity
among the interned soldiers and school students was promoted by sports clubs.
In Kalisz-Szczypiorno camp group, within the 2™ Wotyf Division. there was the

30 0. Humeniuk, Organizacje mlodziezowe w obozach dla internowanych z Armii Ukrairiskiej Re-
publiki Ludowej w Polsce [Youth organizations in camps for the interned of Ukarainian Peo-
ple’s Republic army in Poland], [in:] Polska i Ukraina. Problemy i perspektywy [Poland and
Ukraine. Problems and perspectives], ed. M. Apollo, M. Krupska-Klimczak, University of Ped-
agogy, Krakow 2019, p. 394-395.
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Officer Sports Group whereas gymnastics and fencing school was within the 3™
Armoured Division?!. The members of “Zaporozec™ Association and (Ukrainian)
“Sokit™2,

Sports club members were recruited from among school students. There is no
information from Strzatkowo about formal sports associations, the most common
description is a “camp team” or YMCA.

The members of scouting (ptastun) “Zaporozec” were students of the
T. Szewczenko Secondary School. At the end of each school year, during the
organization festival, there were championships organized connected with taking
an oath by new members and scouting academy. All members of “Zaporozec”
belonged to “Sokil” Sports Club. Although the sources say “Sokil” came into
being in 1925, Kalisz press commented on “Sokil” matches in 1922.

Apart from football section, “Sokil” trained its members of athletics section®?,
that is why Ukrainian athletes from Strzatkowo competed with Polish sports clubs
in athletics, volleyball and football**.

Football was the most popular discipline. “Sokil” team from Kalisz played
matches against its counterpart ‘Sokél” Gymnastics Association, Student Sports
Club and “Prosna’ Sports Society (all from Kalisz). In the case of the first two
rivals, the victory was interchangeable® while the loss 7:0 with a “B”-class play-
ers of “Prosna” shows the differences in training®. The Ukrainian players from
Kalisz and Szczypiorno were also members of the camp representation team from
Tuchola.

It is in Strzatkowo where there is the best-kept memory of a camp football
team because football matches attracted great interest of camp and local people.
It has to be stressed, however, that not only football matches were played on
a playground organized on a territory of the camp, but other sports disciplines as
well. The Ukrainians most often played against the team from Stupca, but they
also left for matches to Torun. In Stupca, the rivals of the camp team were the

E. Wiszka, Prasa emigracji ukrainskiej w Polsce 1920—1939 [Ukrainian immigration press in

Poland 1920-1939], Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun 2001, p. 41.
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players of “Rozw6j” Stupca Sports Club. BognaWojciechowska remembered the
name of a Ukrainian goal-keeper — Biatas®’. Stefan Korbonski, a player of
“Rozwo6j” remembering the camp team many years later, wrote: “They had
a magnificent football team and several times we played with either good or bad
luck. They were better...but we were young, energetic, enthusiastic and... better
fed*®. The level of training of MikotajBielajew, the leader of “camp team”, ena-
bled him to play in the colours of SKS “Rozwdj” Sports Club, despite limiting
the membership of the club to Polish members*. On an everyday basis, the camp
field was the place of training for athletes, fencers, boxers and wrestlers. Some-
times it served volleyball players, tennis players or athletes during sporting
events. On July 9, 1922, YMCA organized a sporting event under the American
flag. The prizes were goods of everyday use, i.e. it was a coat, underwear or to-
bacco in a chess tournament®’. The achieved sport level... enabled Ukrainian
teams to play in regional sport unions’ tournaments. Ukrainian press, apart from
national and patriotic content, also promoted physical activity among the interned
people. On the pages of “Ukrainian Trumpeter” and “For Ukraine” newspaper
they published information about sports clubs and Ukrainian “Sokit**!. In the
subject of our interest, a special place among immigration camp press was kept
by “The Sportsman” published in Strzatkowo. The newspaper, financed by
YMCA, promoted the sport in Strzatkowo and other internment camps. A few
articles were published in Russian. A magazine usually published news concern-
ing various sports disciplines practised in camps (football, volleyball, basketball,
wrestling, boxing and chess) but also other news, like this connected with possi-
bilities of spending holidays by the interned people in the area of Strzatkowo*.
Based the published accounts one can conclude that in Strzalowo and other camps
other sports game, such as football volleyball and basketball were very popular.

37 B. Wojciechowska, Bolszewicy pod Strzatkowem... [The Bolsheviks near Strzatkowo...] p. 144.
S. Korbonski, Polonia Restituta. Wspomnienia z dwudziestolecia niepodlegtosci 1918—1939
[Polonia Restituta. Memories of twenty-year-long period of independencel918—1939], Prohib-
ita, Warszawa 2014, p. 94.

AP w Koninie, Starostwo Powiatowe Stupeckie, sygn. 84, Stowarzyszenia, zwiazki, wiece, ko-
respondencja, 1922 r., k. 350, Statut Stupeckiego Klubu Sportowego “Rozw¢j” [National Ar-
chive in Konin, Stupca County Office, sign. 84, Associations, unions, meetings, correspondence
0f 1922, p. 350 of “Rozw¢;j” Stupca Sport Club Statute

E. Wiszka, Prasa emigracji ukrainskiej... [Ukrainian immigration press...], pp. 41-42.

E. Wiszka, Prasa obozowa Zolnierzy armii Ukrainskiej Republiki Ludowej internowanych
w Kaliszu i Szczypiornie w latach 1920—1924 [Camppress of the Ukrainian People’s Republic
army soldiers interned in Kalisz and Szczypiorno in the years 1920—1924], “Rocznik Kaliski”
[“Kalisz Yearbook™] 1996/1997, v. 26, p. 161, 166.

1.Cpibusx [I. Sribniak], Hayionaneno-nampiomuuna macnopmusno-o3oopogua... [National-pa-
triotic and health...].
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Conclusion

At the end of 1920, there came dozens of thousands of interned soldiers and
civilians from Ukraine. Separated from their homeland, forced to stay in a foreign
country in very difficult camp conditions they had to face the lack of food,
clothes, agitation from Bolshevik authorities and what is more longing for their
motherland All this forced them to undertake activities which were to encourage
their national, patriotic, health and sport aptitudes. It was schools, theatres, librar-
ies, orchestras and camp newspapers that played the role. Different forms of en-
couragement mutually complemented one another. Physical activity played an
important role. Apart from health-oriented influence, practising sport strength-
ened their fighting ability, stabilised their emotional state and integrated the com-
munity. Ukrainian people educated in (Ukrainian) camp schools and Polish
schools participated in obligatory PE classes. They were initiated by the Ameri-
can YMCA organization and developed sport skills in many so far unknown sport
disciplines (volleyball, basketball, jiu-jitsu). YMCA support enabled on-camp
competition (sport festivals) and competition with Polish teams (football, volley-
ball, athletics). Ukrainian association “Sokit” and sports clubs of military units
managed their sport activity. Football was the most popular discipline. The ath-
letic level of Kalisz-Szczypiorno and Strzatkowo camp teams made it possible to
play with footballers from other teams. Playing matches with Polish teams, how-
ever, integrated Ukrainian society and influenced positive reception by Polish so-
clety.
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